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CONF IDENTI AL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS
5TH SPECIAL FORCS GROUP (AIRBCINE) IST SPECIAL FORCES

APO San Francisco 96240

AV.B-C 15 MaY 1967

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967

THRUt Commanding General
United States Anqr, Vietnam
APO 96307

THRU: Commander-in-Chief
United States Army Pacific
APO San Francisco 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development
Department of the Army
Wa-hington, D, C. 20310

SECTION 1 ( ) SIGNIFICANT CRGANIZATION OR UNIT ACTIVTIES

1. (C) General: During February, March, and April combat forces
advised by the 5th Special Forces Group expanded and intensified their
operations in remote areas previously under the control of the Viet Cong.
Five new camps were opened in the midst of traditional enemy strongholds.
Mobile guerrilla force and long range reconnaissance operations penetrated
deeply into Viet Cong base areas and effectively interdicted his J-ines of
communication. CIDG units mounted increasingly aggressive operations within
their areas of responsibility and also contributed significantly to several
iarge scale operations conducted by Free World Military Assistance Forces.
A total of 1,632 Viet Cong were killed during the reporting period by
UFASF advised CIDG and RF/PF forces.

Mach of the Group's activity this quarter was focused on the opening
and construction of new camps. In War Zone "C", the establislment of Camps
Prek Klok and Ton Le Chon has been an important step in restricting the
eneimys use of this notorious base area. Camp Bunard, which is now under
construction on the northern edge of Var Zone "D", has already been effective
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iLn linmting infiltration into this stronghold. In IV CTZ, Camps My
Phuoc Tay and My An have been opened in the infamous Plain of Reeds. In
addition to these five new camps, it should be noted that three camps-
Con Thien, Cau Song Be, anr Tra Cu--mere opened shortly before the be-
ginning of this reporting period. (See inclosures 11, 12, 13).

The first mass parachute assault by Special Forces advised troops
in Vietnam was conducted by Mike Force elements and USASF advis ors to
initiate Operation Harvest Moon, a search and clear action in preparation
for the opening of Camp Bunard. The operation went exactly as planned
(see Inclosure 15), securing a landing zone for the subsequent deployment
of a large heliborne force.

In several cases the enemy has reacted strongly to these in-
trusions into what he had considered to be his territory. On 14 April
Camp Prek Klok received approximately 150 rounds of 8 2rmi mortar fire,
followed with a ground attack by an estimated two VC battalions* This
was the first large scale attack on a Special Forces camp since Ashau
was overrun in March 1966. In the vicinity of Camps My Phuoc Tay and
My An, numerous contacts were made with company and battalion size VC
units. Because of the aggressive tactics employed by CIDG and MiJ Force
units and the rapid reaction of tactical air and artillery support the
VC suffered several telling defeats in this area (see Inclosure 10).
A few days after the end of this reporting period, on 8 May, Camp Con Thien
was subjected to a determined attack by two NVA battalions employing mortars,
rockets, and flame throwers as well as grenades, satchel charges and small
arms. A complete report of this action, and also the attack on Lang Vei
which occurred on 4 May, will be included in the next ORLL.

During the past three months the Mobile Guerrilla Forces were
expanded so that there are now two of these units in each corps area.
Mobile guerrilla operations penetrated deeply into enemy held areas and
successfully interdicted enemy rnoutco.- o ailtrZ týo2 over extended
periods, During these operations 'unconventional warfare tactics and
techniques were refined, perfected, and, in some cases adapted for
special situations. (see Inclosures 21, 22, 23, 24).

Heaw enemy contacts continued to be made in the vicinity of
Camp Bu Dop by CIDG and Mike Force elements. The enemy showed increasing
willingness to stand and fight, often in spite of severe losses. (see
Inclosures 17, 18, and 19).

The Group's Revolutionary Development Support Activities (RDSA)
Section published the "Support Plan for Special Forces Revolutionary
Development in Vietnam." on 1 March, delineating the responsibilities for
all elements of this command (se" Inclosures 26, 27). To acquaint RD
personnel in the detachments with this plan, courses were given at the
SFOB for NOOJs from each company, '"B, and "A" detachment. The Group's
RD support program is pushing ahead aggressively in the task of pacification.
Detachments are assuming a sense of urgency with regard to the RD mission
and are striving to integrate RD projects with their tactical operations.
In same cases, however, enemy action such as that at Suoi Chan in Long
Khanh Province (sue pages 1 and 12) has been directed at RD personnel in a
determined effort to block progress in this field.
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Throughout the reporting period the Forward Supply Bases in each
corps area have proved their value by handling increasing amounts of
supplies with steadily improving effeicincy., The shipwent o! supplies by
sea to the Forward Supply Bases has shar '- increased, resulting in a
great saving of airlift capability and, consequent1., more timely delivery
of critical items.
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2. (C) Intelligence:

a. During the reporting period the Group S-2 Section was reorganized,
and three new sub-sections were formed and staffed from personnel resources
within the Group. The three sub-sections are the Counterintelligence
Branch, the Collection Branch, and the Source Control Office. The formation
of these sub-sections was necessitated by the increased scope of intelligence
operations being conducted by the Group and by the desire to exploit the
intelligence collection potential which is inherent with the country-wide
deployment of the 5th Spec-al Forces Group.

b. The MI augmentation detachment, which was discussed in the
preceeding Quarterly Report, completed its move to Viet Nam during the
final week of the reporting period. The rmajority of the augmrentation
personnel were assigned to Special Forces units located in all four Corps
Tactical Zones. A small contingent was kept at the SFOD in Nha Trang
to be used primarily to conduct special projects. Three projects were
initiated: analysis of Viet Cong infrastructure, study of Viet Cong NW
camps, and area studies and analyses. The personnel who were assigned to
subordinate headquarters will staff the intelligence analysis centers at
each compary headquarters, and they will assist "B" and "A" detachments
with establishing and maintaining counterintelligence/counterespionage
program and with collection nets. A report of the accomplishments of
these organizations and the successes of these programs will be made in
the next Quarterly Report.

c. In order for the new organizations and programs to function,
regulations had to be written. The major accomplishment within the S-2
section during this reporting period has been the completion of these
regulations. They have been disseminated in draft form to all detachmer.,s
for implementation. Any problems which arise will be corrected before the
regulations are published in final form. The regulations cover four topics;
the Group intelligence program, intelligence and information reporting,
expenditure and funding reports, and source control. The regulations will be
discussed in the next Quarterly Report after they have been published in
final form.

4
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3. (C) Operations and Training:

a. Plans.

(1) During this quarter, planning guidance for the 5th SFGA
concept of operations for CY '68 was developed, coordinated with the LLDB,
and dispatched to the companies. Based on this planning guidance letter,
companies will develop plans for their respective CTZ and subliit to this
headquarters by 1 June 1967. The input will be incorporated into the
5th SFGA Campaign Plan for CY,68, which will be published by 31 July 1967.

(2) Contingency plans for employment of 5th SFGA assets in a
general war posture were developed and will be published by 115 May 1967.

(3) Budgetary Planning for FY '68 was initiated during this
Quarter. Planning will be coi,,,Jeted and the budget submitted to appropriate
agencies on Okinawa during a forthcoming staff visit in the month of May.

(4) 5th 6FUA input to USARV Staff Study on CIDG post-hostilities
disposition was complete' and forwarded to that headquarters.

(5) The mission statement for 5th SFUA is being revised and will

be submitted to MACV in The i•:ar f ture,

b. Operational Highlights.

(1) Summary of significant operatiorns by Corps Tactical Zones.

(a) I CTZ: Operation 1-67 (Austin) was a reconnaissance
of the northern half of the Ashau Valley in early February. Its primary
mission was to determine if the area of operation was being used for enemy
infiltration from Laos and to find out what forces were in and near the
valley. Because of heavy contact with a superior enemy force, the operat'on
was extracted on the third night. Even though the operation remained in
the ar•:a for only two days, the information it collected added greatly to
the overall intelligence picture in I CTZ. Operation Rio Grande, a joint

1SMC, ARVN, ROKMC, and CIDG operation was launched nine kilometers east of
Ha Thanh. Two hundred and thirty CIDG and 68 Mike Force provided blocking
and screening forces for the operation. Results of the CIDG portion of the
operation were eight VC killed (confirmed), one VC killed (probable), three

VC wowuKded, one VC captured and one weapon capturei. On 21 Feb an operation
from Camp Minh Long, A-108, Quang Ngai Province, made contact with an estimated
VO squad and maintained contact for several hours. Results of the contact
were two USASF wounded, one CIDG killed, seven CIDO wounded, ll VC killed,
three weapon captured, 15 structures, 250 kilos of rice and one grenade
de;troyed. on 20 Feb an advance party from Detachment A-110 arrived at Con
Thden in preraration for the main body of troops and supplies, which were
airlifted to the camp during the remainder of the month. On 24 Feb the camp

CONFI D T I AL
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was subjected to enemy 82m mortar attack five times during the day.
Friendly casualties totaled two USASF wounded) one CIDG killed, and
six CIDG wounded. During March Con Th1i,-n received six mortar attacks,
resulting in one USASFE and two CIDOG wounded, and one CIDG killed. On
6 Mar 1 an operation frao CAmp Minh Long, A-108, Quang Ngai Provinces
was fired on by an estimated VC cumpawW. A reaction force was called
and was dispatched a short time later from the camp. As the reaction
force was moving to the area of contact, it was taken under attack by an
unknown size VC force resulting in two U3&SF killed, one UBASF wounded.
15 CIDG killed, eight RF/PF killed, one interpreter killed, four RF/PF
wounded, seven CIDG missing, one LUDB missing, five VC killed, and one VC
captured. On 11 Mar Camp Thuong Duc, A-109, Quang Nam Province, and the
District Headquarters were taken under attack by an unknown size VC force.
Results of the attack Lire: district police chief killed, six RF killed,
five RF wounded, and five CIDG wainded. Camp Gia Vuc, A-103, Quang Ngai
Province, was zaken under attack on 19%Mar by an unknown size enemy force.
The attack lasted approximately one hour and 20 minuteas resulting in
five CIDG wounded and slight damage to the camp. Six local security patrols
made contact in the vicinity of the camp, resulting in eight C1DG killed,
14 CIDG wounded, one VC killed (confirmed), 25 VC killed (probable), five
weapons and eight Chican grenades captured. On 31 Mar an operation frcmi
Camp Ha Thanh, A-l14, Quang Ngai Province, made three contacts with the
VC, resulting in no friendly casualties, two VC killed by the operation and
80 VC killed (probable) by airstrikes. On 8 Apr a convoy moved from
Dong Ha to Con Thien, maridng the first time that men and supplies have been
moved to a Special Forces camp in I CTZ by means other than airlift. The
convoy consisted of 93 vehicles escorted by tanks and troops of the 3rd
Marine DiIsion, moving a Sea-Bee detachment complete with 760,000 pounds
of equipment and construction material to the camp. No enemy contact wae
made, and the operation was completed without incident. On 9 Apr in the
vicinity of Camp Ha Thanh, a USAF FAC accompanied by a USASF observer
sighted an estimated 200 VC and immediately directed an airstrike on them.
After the strike 40 bodies were counted lying on the ground and another
40 were estimated to have been killed. Camp Con Thien received three
mortar attacks during April. Shortly after the end of the reporting period,
on 5 May, the camp received another mortar attack, and on 8 May was
attacked in farce by an estimated two battalions of NVA supported by
mortars, rockets, and flame throwers. A complete report of this attack,
and also the attack on Camp LargVei which occurred on 4 May, wilU be in-
cluded in the next ORLL.

(b) II CTZ: Operation Gatling was conducted from I to 4
Fab as a joint operation with the 1/101 Airborne Division in the southern
part of II CTZ. The CIDG force, Task Force Trap, was under the command and
control of the Comanrder, Company B. It consisted of four CIDG companies,
three Mike Force companies from Nha Trang, and a control elemont from
Company B, a total force of 817 personnel. The results of this operation
were not overwhelming, but they showed that a large CIDG provisional

6
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battalion could be gathered from diverse sources and operate as a unit
within a short span of time. For Operation Sam Houston the Commander of
Crxipany B, with the LIDB "C" detachment ccmi nder, effected coordination
with the Commanding General of the 4th Infantry Division to coumit a total
of four CIDG companies with units from the 4th Division in the vicinity of
the la Drang to 15 kiloneters north of Camp Duc Co, A-253, during the period
18 to 23 Feb. On 18 Feb a command element from B-24 (USASF) and B-13 (LIDB)
at Kontumn was placed in control of the CIDO units and established their
headquarters at Camp Duc Co. The CIDG were airlifted into their respective
areas. This operation continued until :3 Feb when it was revamped in order
to assist the 2ltth STZ with two CIDG companies performing screening and
border surveillarce between Highway 19 and the Ia Drang River. Phase II
of Operation Sam Houston continued through March and April; Camps Polei
Kleng, Plei Mrong, Plei Me, Duc Co, and Plei Djereng participated, with
very successful results from the CIDG units involverl In mid-Februaw six
CIDG companies were committed to the assistance of the lst Cavalry Divition
(Ainmobile) for Operation Pershing in the vicinity of Camp Bong Son.
Additional C0DG elements were deployed later in the month. This operation
presently continues with operational control of Vinh Thanh and Bong Son held
by the +Commanding Ueneral, ])%t Cav Dive Bon& Son is providing two companies
on a continuing basis conducting search and destroy operations in the south-
western portion of the TAOR, and at the same time providing one platoon for
Is t Cav Div Headquarters security. During the period 16 to 28 Feb Camp Luong
Son, A-237, worked with the 1/101 Airborne Division in Operation Farragut
with two CIDG companies in a search and destroy operation within the Camp
Luong Son TAOR. On 22 Feb a joint operation consisting of elements from
the 23rd ARVN Division, Detachment B-23 from Ban Me Thuot, Camp Trang Phuc,
A-233, and Camp Buon Blech, A-238, was conducted in reaction to an NVA attack
on an RF outpost at Buon Dlung. Two companies each from Camps Trang Phuc
and Buon Blech were helilifted into the area of operations to cut off the
withdrawal route of the NVA unit. The operation lasted for five days, re-
sulting in 22 NVA killed, and 24 assorted small arms, 90 grenades, various
types of Chicom and Czech communications equipment, and 5,000 kilos of rice
captured. Friendly casualties were one 13SASF wounded, one CIDG killed, and
three CIDG wounded. See Inclcaure 16 for the after action report of this
operation. Operation Rice Hunt, (I FForceV FRAGO 18/67) was conducted by the
four CIOG camps located in Pleiku Province-Plei Me, Duc Co, Plei Djereng,
and Plei Mrong. The mission of the operation was to conduct an extensive
search and destroy operation within given areas to locate rice, ammunition,
and weapons caches. All the AO's were within the 4th Divisionts AOp and
the Commanding General, 4th Inf Div, preempted the mission of three of the
camps due to higher priority targets. Plei Mrong completed the search of
its assigned area of operation on 26 Apr with negative results. For
Operation Francis Marion operational control of five oamps was passed to the
4th Infantry Division. Plei Me provided one cmapary of CIDG for the entire
month of April working with the 2nd Bn, 8th Inf, idthin Plei Met s TAOR.
This oombined operation with the 2/8 Inf has made heavy contarct with estimated

7
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battalions on three separate occasions, and has captured donments from
one contact which indicated the NVA unit was the 6th Bn, 95B Regiment.
An extension of Francis Marion occurred on 25 April when the 3rd Bn, 8th

Wnf, was helilifted into an area southeast of Buon Blech. Buon Blech
is presently providing one cempany of CIDG assisting on a search and
destroy mission. This portion of Francis Marion is to continue until the
25th of May. Francis Marion presently has CIDG support from Plei DJereng,
Plei Me, and Duc Co. Operatio- Summerall was conducted from 3-29 April
with two companies from Lac Thien attached to the maneuver element of the
1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division. Camps Buon Blech, Cung Son, Phu Tuc,
and An Lac, were directed to assist by performing blocking operations on
the periphery of the area of operations. A total of 63 VC were killed on
this operation, 24 of which were credited to the CIDG units. Thl) action
which occurred near Camp Trung Dung, A-502, on 8 Apr was an outsuanding
example of classic infantry small unit tactics applied by ClDG units to
decimate a force of selected NVA regulars. At 0138 hours on 8 Apr, an
RF platoon located approximately three kilometers southwest of Camp Trung
Dung was attacked by an NVA force, It was later learned through interrogation
of a PW that the enemy troops came from an NVA company located in the mountains
five kilometers southwest of the RF position. Because the battalionts food
supply was nearly exhausted and the mijority of the personnel were L.-
capacitated with malaria and other diseases, a composite company of 105 of
the strongest and most able troops was formed and sent out to obtain food.
The intent was to overrun the RF platoon and capture all rice available
in the immediate area. A squad of eight NVA was sent north of the RF
position to set up an ambush and attack any type of reaction force that
might be sent to ass ist the RF unit. UJnkncmn to the enemy, three CIDG
platoons on night security and ambush operations were located approyAmateJ•y
two to three kilometers northwest, west and southwest respectively from the
RF position. -Then the attack was started, the RF platoon was caught by
surprise, but quickly recovered and prevented the enemy force from pene-
trating their defenses. Meanwhile, the VIA ambush squad initiated contact
against one of the C0DG platoons which was moving east towards the firing
at the RF position. While the firefight was in progress, the CIDG platoon
in the northwest moved to the east toward the NVA squad. Closely coordinating
by radio and using superb fire and marneuver, the two CIDG platoons laid
down a devastating crossfire which completely annihilated the NVA souad.
These platoons then moved to blocking positions west and southwest of the
other NVA force, along with the third CIDG platoon which had moved to a
position south of the NVA force. A CIDG reaction company was dispatched
from Camp Trmg Dung and moved south and southeast. By 0230 hours, CIDG
units had completely surrounded the NVA force, directing deadly accurate
small arms fire on enemy troops who attempted to move. With flareships
providing illumination, the situation remained static until morning. At
first light a FAC arrived over the area and began identification of friendly
units in preparation for an airstrika. The friendly units with-drw to a
safe distance as the airstrikes came on target, and then moved back into the
area for an assessment. Accumulated results of the ambus'h, the attack on the
RF platoon, and the airstrikes were 22 NVA killed, one NIA captured, and 20
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weapons captured, including three RPD light machine guns, 10 AK-47 assault
rifles, and seven SIVS carbines. Friendly casualties were two CIDG killed,
five CIDG wounded and six RF wounded. Later, on 15 Apr, 20 more bodies
were found in fresh graves seven kilqmeters southwest of the point where the
action took plare. Since there had been no other recent contacts in the
area, these could only have resulted from the action on 8 Apr, bringing the
total to 42 NVA killed.

(c) III CTZ: On 3 Feb, a two company search and destroy
operation from Camp Bu Dop, A-341, Phuoc Long Province, made contact with an
estimated NVf battalion approximately eight kilometers northeast of camp. The
friendly force met a heavy volume of fire and called in airstrikes and
artillery, causing the NVA to break contact and withdraw north into Cambodia.
This operation resulted in 25 ITA killed, one CIDG killed, one LLDB killed,
eight CIDG wounded, and one USASF Wounded. On 5 Feb one CIDG company was
moved from Camp Tra Cu, A-352, to the eastern side of the Oriental River to
relieve the Mike Force Company which had been occupying this area earlier.
At 0045 hours, 6 Feb, an estimated two VC battalions attacked and overran
the CIDG position employing a heavy volume of automatic weapons and mortar
fire. The VC then took up firing positions along the north side of the
river and directed mortar and small arms fire into the camp. Flareshipe
and FAC's were dispatched to the area and received continuous autorntic
weapons ground fire. The VC broke contact at 0120 hours after inflicting
heavy CIDG casualties. A total of 14 CIDG were killed, nine wounded, 29
missing, one USASF wounded, 65 weapons and four radios lost as a result of
this attack. Two confirmed VC kills were reported. On 7 Feb, an operation
in the same general area was attacked by an estimated two VC companies,
employing mortar, and small arms fire. Seven VC kills resulted, with no
friendly casualties. On 15 Feb, a company size search and destroy operation
from Camp Bu. Dop made contact with a VC company approximately eight kilometers
east of camp. Heavy sinall arms fire was exchanged for approximately 45
minutes. The VC broke contact and withdrew northwest after artillery and
airstrikes were called in. At *1745 hours, one CIDG company from Bu Dop
was helilifted into the area ef operation as reinforcement, meeting VC
resistance immediataly up"n arrival at the LZ. The VC main force broke
contact at 1800 hours withdrawing northwest. Sporadic small arms fire con-
tinued frcom VC rear guard elements. Friendly casualties resulting from, this
apctino were one USASF wounded, 10 CIDG killed and four wounded. Fifteen VC
were killed. Two Mike Force companies were airlifted to Bu Dop on 17 Feb
and were immediately deployed to the operational area. On 20 Feb, one Mike
Force company engaged an estim-ted NVA battalion approximately 10 kilometers
east of Camp Bu. Dop. A heavy z-refight ensued, and artillery and airstrikes
were placod on VC positions. Within minutes after notification of the contact,
10 "Elick' helicopters and a fire team departed for Bu Dop to transport re-
inforcoments into the area. One of the helicopters crashed just prior to
landing because of a collision with tree tops, resulting in six Mike Force
personnel wounded. Total friendly casualties for this operation to include
the helicopter crash were one USASF killed, five CIDG killed and 12 wounded.

9

'J NF ! 0 CN UF AL



CONF I DEN I AL
AVGB-C 15 may 1967
SUBJECts Opt ýational Report for Quarterlýy Period Ending 30 April 1967

Forty NVA were killed. Sporadic contact with the enemy continued for
approDimately four hr Ts. Artillery was fired on suspected enemy with-
drawal routes. The helicopter that crashed was destroyed by afrstrikes.
On 19 Feb, a three company search and destroy operation from Camp Dong
Xoai, A-3,2, Phuoc Long Province, engaged an estimated VC platoon armed
with small arms and 6(mm mortars. Airstrikes were called in causing the
VC to withdraw east after a firefight lasting approximately one hour.
Results of this action were 10 C.IM killed, two wcndWd, 23 VC killed and one
weapon seized, On 23 Mar, two C)IG companies from Bu Dop made contact
with an estimated reinforced NVA battalion approximately 13 kilometers
east of camp. After two unsuccessful frontal assaults on fortified enemy
positions, friendly elements disengaged from action and were extracted
from the area. Twenty of the enemy were killed, with another estimated 40
killed by airstrikes that supported the operation. Friendly casualties
during this contact were one VNSF killed, U11 CID0 killed and U CI)0G
wounded. On 24 Mar, one CIDG company and one Mike Force company conducted
a heliborne assault in the same area. Shortly after infiltration they mad&
heavy contact with an estimated two IWA battalions armed with automatic
weapons and recoilless rifles, and supported with mortars. Under extremely
heavy pressure, the CIDG elements conducted a retrograde movement and
attempted to consolidate positions around the LZ supported by airstrikes.
Communication was lost with the Mike Force element and was never regained,
A Mike Force platoon attempted to land on the LZ, but was forced to abort
the reinforcement because of intense enemy fire. Later, a few helicopters
managed to land and extracted a squad of C0DG). Remaining forces splintered
into small groups and infiltrated into Camp Bu Dop during the night and
the next day. Segments of the Mike Force also began infiltrating into camp
on the 25th. Overall friendly casualties were three CID0 killed, U wounded,
two US1SF missing and 14 Mike Force personnel missing. Ninety-eight enemy
were confirmed killed, with another estimated 170 killed by airstrikes. In
another significant action, a compary aize CIDG operation from Ben Soi, A-321,
Tay Ninh Province, engaged a VC platoon on 27 Mar, accounting for 10 enmmy
killed. Two new CIDG camps were opened during March. Camp Prek Klok, A-322,
Tay Ninh Province, was occupied on 20 Marj Camp Tong Le Chon, A-334, Tay Ninh
Province was opened on 24 March. Both camps, assisted by U.S. forcest opened
without incident. Three other camps were closed, A MACV advisory team
assumed duties at Go Dau Ha, A-326, Tay Ninh Province, on 16 March. USMAF
assets reverted to Detachment B-32 and were reassigned to other "A" detach.
ments. On 20 Mar, Camp Soul Da, A-322, Tay Ninh Province, was turned over
to an artillery unit; USASF assets moved to Prek Klok. Xom Cat, A-312p
Long Khanh Province, was closed and destroyed on 24 March; USASF assets and
CIDG troops moved to Dong Xoai, A-342, Phuoc Long Province. The opening of
Camp Bunard was initiated by a parachute assault conducted by Mike Force
elements from Nha Trang (A-503) and USASF advisors. The purpose of the
jump was to secure an LZ where a larger heliborne force could be airlanded
elose to the projected campsite. The operation proceeded as planned; only
10 personnel of the parachute assault force received minor injuries. The
DZ/LZ was secured immediately upon landing, with the heliborne force entering
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the area only minutes afterward. Although no enemy contact was made by
the force until the following day, VC mines caused light casualties during
movement to the objective. Also, resupply helicopters reported sniper fire
in the general vicinitF of the campsite. See Inclosure 15 for the after
action report of this operation. Elements of the 1st Battalion, 16th U.S.
Itfantry, closed in to Bunard on 5 Apr and began offensive operations the
following day. A US engineer company began construction oi an airfield
at the new camp on 6 Apr. On 14 Apr at 1925 hours, Camp Prek Klok, 1-322,
received approximately 150 rounds of 82m mortar fire followed by a
ground attack from the east by an estimated two VC battalions. Preplanned
artillery concentrations were fired, and the attack was repelled with small
arms and automatic weapons fire. Afirstrikas were called in, and a US unit
adjacent to the camp was dispatched as a reaction force, The VC broke con-
tact at approximately 2025 hours and withdrew east. Artillery and airstrilms
were placed on suspected withdrawal routes. Friendly casualties resulting
from the attack were three USASF and 11 CIDG wounded, VC casualties unknown.
On 16 Apr at 0100 hours Suoi Chon Hamlet, Long Khanh Province, was attacked
and owerrun by an estimated VC company. Terrorist type actions were used
by the VC as they swept through the hamlet killing seven Revolutionary
Development cadre and 11 PF soldiers, and wounding three PF soldiers. AJlso
as a result of this action, eleven PF soldeirs are missing, as well as
U weapons, two PRc-25 and 10 HT-I radios. The VC also destroyed 57 houses
and bunkers during the attack. By 0700 hours on 16 Apr, a two platoon CIDG
force from Xuan Loc, B-31, was in the area as reinforcement. Once in the
area, booby trapped grenades were encountered and resulted in eight CIDG
wounded. Following the VC attack photographers were immediately on the
scene obtaining information to be used for counter-propaganda purposes.
At the same time Soui Chon was attacked, Bao Hoa Haslet was attacked by
an est.mated reinforced VC company armed with assorted small arms, automatic
weapons, 6amu mortars and 75rm recoilless rifles. The VC destroyed several
friendly bunkers in the area using bangalore torpedoes and satchel charges.
Friendly casualties as a result of this attack were U1 PF killed, three
wounded and three we."pons lost. TVe VC suffered no casualties or losses
during either of the attacks. On 21 Apr, two RF squads on local security
vicinity of XTan Loc, B-31, made contact with an estimated 40 enemy who
were occupying a rest area. A 30 minute firefight ensued resulting in 12
VC killed, five weapons, assorted documents, drugs, clothing and food cap-
tured. There were no friendly casualties.

(d) IV CTZ: During February, new camps were opened at To
Chau in Kien Giang Province and My Phuoc Tay in Dinh Tuong Province.
Detachment B-43 was deployed to Cao Lanh in Kien Phuong Province, and
provisional Detachment B-44 was formed on Phu Quoc Island to provide command
and control for the two "A" detachments there. In March Detachment A-426
was deployed to My An in Kien Phuong Frovince, On 23 Feb two RF companies
accompanied by two USASF and a USASF engineer officer departed MY An RF
post (prior to the opening ef the USASF camp at that location) to reconnoiter
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THESE REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMIENT CADRE, THREE YOUNG GMIRS, WERE SHOT BY THE
VC DURING THE ATTACK ON SUOI CHAN HAMLT IN LWtC3 KRAN PROVINCE ON 1.6 APRIL.
NOYTE THAT THEIR HAMID WERE TIED BEHIND THEIR BACHS. PHOTO WAS TAKE BY
USASF DETACHMENT B-31., WHOSE CJD)G TROOPS REINFORCED THE VILLAGE AFTER THE
ATTACK*
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the area approximately seven kilometers to the east for a possible new
campsite. At 1110 hours contact was made with an estimated 300 VC
dressed in tlack pajamas and duj in along the canal. Contacts lasted
until 1405 hours. Gunships from the 281st Aviation Company and tactical
aircraft continued airstrikes on VC positions until 1510 hours, and the
operation terminated at that time. Results were two RF wounded, 25 VC
killed (confirmed), and 25 VC killed (probable). A request to continue
the operation was disapproved by the Province Chief because the fight was
nearing the Province boundary. On 19 Mar at 1630 hours, CIDG and RF
ccmpanies with USASF advisors from Camps KinhQuan II, A-4i6, Tuyen Nhon,
A.4'15 and My Phuoc Tay, A-424, departed on a search and de, troy operation
south of Gamp Kinh Quan II. Light contact was made with small bands of VC
during the first day. On 20 Mar at 0945 hours, C0DG companies from Camps
Binh Thanh Thon, A-_13, Moc Hoa, A44t4, and My Phuoc Tay, A-424L, were heli-
lifted into the northern portion of the AO to conduct a sweep operau2.on
south through the AO. The operation terminated on 21 Mar at 1750 hours
with the following results: six contacts were made with small VC units; one
RF soldier was killed, nine CIDG wounded and one weapon lost. Enemy losses
were 24 killed, 16 captured three suspects detained, five weapons seized,
and 115 structures, 37 sampans and six bunkers destroyed. On 22 Mar at
2300 hours, one CIDG platoon, one combat reconnaissance platoon, one VNSF
and three USASF from Camp Phu Quoc, A-427, Kien Giang Province, departed on
a search and destroy operation. The friendly element was broken into three
separate elements. On the 25th, a total of three contacts were made with
small VC units which accounted for 13 VC killed, two Chicom rifles, a home-
made bolt action shotgun, 250 rounds of small arms ammunition, two band
grenades, 500 kilos of rice, two kilos of docu, nts, three packs, two axes
and assorted uniform and equipment captured, and four structures destroyed.
On 26 Mar at 0400 hours, ono C0DG company, two VNSF and two U..SF from
Camp My Phuoc Tay departed on a search and destroy operation. At 0630 hours,
friendly elements initiated contact with an estimated 500 VC. VC were armed
with automatic weapons and assorted small arms. After a 40 minute firefight,
the VC broke contact and withdrew southeast. Results were no friendly
casualties. 13 VC killed, nine VC and 10 hand grenades captured, and three
sampans destroyed. The operation terminated at 1400 hours with no further
contact. On 26 Mar at 2115 hours, two combat reconnaissancq platoons in
support of Camp MY kn, A.426, Kien Phong Province, initiated contact with
an estimated VC company. The operation was supported by artillery, an- sn
AC-47 was on target by 2130 hours. Airstrikes were requested and recei'.'ed
at 2230 hours, at which time the VC withdrew. Results were no friendly
casualties, 20 VC killed, and 30 rounds of 81,m mortar, one hand grenade,
one VC flag, 12 shovels, assorted photos and documents captured. 04 2 Apr
at 0030 hours, one Mike Force ccmpwaW in support of Camp My An made contact
with a large VC force south of the camp. The friendly element ptuled back
to night defensive positions and requested IC-47 and gunship support. The
VC fired 15 rounds of 60mm mortar at the Mike Force positions and followed
th,. mortar attack with a heavy probing action. A three-hour firefight en-
sued which included hand to hand combat. The VC broke contact at 0330 hours
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and withdrme southwest. Results of the action were one USASF wounded. six
Mike Force killed, 22 Hike Force wounded and two carbines lost. Enemr
losses were 73 killed, eight small arms and assorted ammunition and supplies
captured. At 1500 hours, a new Mika Force company was moved from Don Phuc,
A-430, and relieved the Mi' a Force company' at My An. Company D recommended
the Mike Force company for the award "The Order of the Green Scarf" for
their outstanding action against a confirmed VC battalion. On the 19th
of April at 0400 hours, two companies of CIDG, three VNSF and four USASF
from Camp Kinh Quan II, A-416, departed on a search & destroy operation.
The friendly elements had moved approximately seven kilometers southeast
of camp when they were taken under fire by an estimated two VC companies.
Due to rapid reaction of Camp Moc Hoa, B-41, subordinate "A" detachments,
Army and Air Force aircraft, the initiative was taken from the VC in a
rminimum amount of time. Results of the contact were one USASF and seven
CIDG killed, one VNSF and 19 CIDG wounded. VC losses were 26 killed, four
weapons captured, ten structures and 50 anti-personnel mines destroyed, The
operation terminated at 0910 hours on 20 April. On 23 April at 0400 hours,
two companies of CIDG, two VNSF and four USASF from My Phuoc Tay, A-424.,
departed o a search and destroy operation. The friendly elements had
moved approximately seven kilometers east of camp when they made contact
with the 514th VC Local Force Battalion. The operation terminated at 1900
hours with the following results. The 514th Battalion headquarters was
completely overrun; 26 VC were killed, 10 VC captured, numerous structures
and material destroyed, one Mauser rifle, large amounts of documents,
propaganda material and medical supplies seized. Friendly losses were
two CIDG wounded.

(2) Command relationships and the employment of CIDG assets:
With the increased deployment of FWMAF into the more isolated areas of
Vietnam, which until recently had been the private domain of Special Forces,
this headquarters initiated a study to determine the conmiand relationship
which should exist between these two forces. Upon completion af this
study a letter was transmitted to C04IMMACV giving the 5th Special Forces
Group's position on the tactical emplyment of CIDG, Mike Force, Mobile
Guerri-1a Force, and long range reconnaissance projects in support of

FWMAF. This letter covers the background, capabilities, limitations, and
concept of employment of indigenous assets, and delineates this
organization's position on the proper command relationships which should
exist between the FWI1AF commanders and the indigenous units. A copy of
the letter has been included in this report as Inclosure 9.

c. Special Operations.

(1) B-50, Project Omega: Operation Stark, which began 22 Jan
and terminated 12 Feb, was conducted in the sawe general area as Operation
Biackhawk I and Blackhawk HI. The lack of enemy oontac4 , and the lack of
signs of heavy foot traffic o. trails indicated that there was very little
enemy activity within the AO or movement through it at that time. The only
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exception occurred on 2 Feb when helicopters received ground fire from at
least two locations while attempting to infiltrate a recon team. The enemy
umit was estimated to be a-. least company size. The three Montagnards
captured during the operation ware found to be tribesmen indigenous to
the Chu Pong Mountains. Signs of movement of such small tribes were noticed
in the area. Extensive fortified areas large enough to accomodate battalion
size enemy units were found in ti'o recon zones. Project Omega initiated
Operation Dawes in western Kontun Province oil 3 Mar, terminating on 3 Apr.
No major infiltration was detected in the AO. Actual enemy cont!c'b
was limited to the central area along the Carbedian border. It is be.ieved
that the activity in this area is localized and that it is a foraging area
for an :nemy installation in the immediate vicinity west of the Cambodian
border. Trails within the AO shozed no signs of heavy use witlin the
past two or three months

(2) B-52,Project Delta: Operation.Knox was conducted in the
An Lao Valley, Binh Din7' Province, from 4 Mar to 3 Apr. A total of 28 team
missions and 7 ranger company operations were conducted, resulting in 27
enemy contacts. One UISF and two rangers were killed; two USASF and five
rangers were wounded. Although a total of 11 airstriks were conducted,
only three VC were confirmed killed.

(3) B-56, Project Sigma: Operation Regina was conducted in the
northeastrn portion of Phuoc Long Province. Phase I began on 20 Jan and
ended on 6 Feb; Phase 17 lasted from 13 Feb to 26 Feb. The complete after
action report for this operation is included as Inclosure 20 of this report.
During the period 10-19 Mar Project Sigma conducted Operation Ocean Drive
in western Long Khanh and eastern Bien Hoa Provinces. The operation was
mounted on very short notice with road runner teams being infiltrated on
10 March, the same day the verbal order was received from the Co.,=nding
General, II Field Force, Vietnam. The operation was generated on information
obtained through interrogation of a VC returnee.. The source stated that
a battalion of the 274th VC Regiment was located in the operational area
with the mission of attacking friendly installations along National Route
One between Xuan Loc and Long Binh. On 11 Mar, one recon team ma.de contact
with an enemy force estimated to be platoon or company size. The lst and
2nd Mike Force Companies were committed as soon as sufficient helicopters
were made available, but were landed approximately three kilometers
west of the recon team's point of contact because a closer LZ could not be
found. The delay in getting the companies to the objective provided the
enemy sufficient time to disperse or to move from the area. The two companies
swept the area until the morning of 14 Mar, and no significant contact with
the enemy was made. On 17 Mar, road runner teams discovered two battalion
size enemy positions with dug in, camouflaged emplacements. One of these
had evidently been vacated the night before. Operation Liberty Blackjack,
4-7 Apr, had the mission of liberating, American PITs believed to be located
in Binh L ng Province. Although the intelligence appeared to be reliable,
no PN camk was found at the designated location. The operation was sig-
nificant, however, in that valuablo experience was gained for future
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operations of this type. See Inclasu-P 24 for the after action report of
this operation.

(4) Mobile Guerrilla Force operations: Durin6 the past three
months mobile guerrilla force operations have been conducted in all four
Corps Tactical Zones with significant success. There are now six operational
mobile guerrilla forpes-two in Company A (III CTZ), two in Cimpany B
(II CTZ), ome in Company C (I CTZ), and one in Company D (IV, CTZ). Ccmpanies
C and D each have one mobile guerrilla force in training which will soon
be operational. Blackjack 31, the most successful mobile guerrilla operation
to date, was conducted from 8 Jan to 7 Feb in southern Phuoc LonC and northern
Long Khanh Provinces, the area known as War Zone "D". A total of 55 contacts
were made, and 77 airstribas were directed against a wide variety of targets.
In addition to 56 confirmed VC kills, numerous base areas and large amounts
of foodstuffs were destroyed. There were no USASF casualties mid only one
Mike Force soldier killed and four wounded. See Inclosure 21 tor the after
action report of this operation. On 10 Jan Blackjack. 1!i was initiated in
Chau Doe Province, IV CTZ. This is an open-end operation which is still in
progress. At the end of the reporting period there had been 24 contacts,
11 airstrikes, llO VC killed, and one captured. Five Mike Force soldiers
were killed, 35 wounded, and three USASF wounded. The operation has made
significant progress in driving the VC out of their long-secure base area
in the Seven Mountains region. Blackjack 23, in Binh Dinh Province of II
CTZ, began on 7 Mar and ended 3 Apr. Twenty-two -.. ,acts and nine airstrikes
resulted in a total of 10 VC killed, one wounded, and one captured. Friendly
casualties were one USASF killed, two wounded, two Mike Force soldiers killed,
and 12 wounded. Blackjack 32 was conducted from 15 Mar to 3 Apr in southeastern
Long Khanh, southwestern Binh Tvy, and eastern Phuoc Thy Provinces. This
operaticn made eight contacts and directed 24 airstrikes against the enemy.
Enemy losses were 26 killed; friendly losses were one USASF wounded, two Mike
Force personnel killed anu six wounded. See Inclosure 22 for the after action
report of this operation. Blackjack 12 was a reconnaissance in force mission
conducted in Quang Nam and southern Thua Thien Provinces from 31 Mar to 19 Apr.
Results were 15 contacts, nine airstrikes, 63 VC killed, and 12 wounded.
Friendly losses were one A.TTV killed, one USASF wounded, and seven Mike
Force wounded. See Inclosure 23 for the after action report of this operation.

d. Training- MACV Recondo School.

(1) During this reporting period the MACV Recondo School
reoeived student classes R-7-67 through R-12-67. The following is -L
breakdown of students by units and Corps areas for these classes:
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I CORPS IN DROPPED GRADUATED COMPLETED IN TRAINING

Ist Mar Div 5 4 1 0 1
3rd MAF 4 1 1 0 1
ROK Marines 4 0 3 0 1

II CORPS

ist Cav Div (AM) b5 24 18 3 0
4th Inf Div (-) 36 12 19 0 5
3V25th Inf Div 16 8 4 1 3
1/lOlst Abn Div 19 7 9 0 3
ROK Forces 42 2 20 14 6
Hq Tng Div ACV ii 3 7 1 0

III CORPS

lst W Div 14 iC 4 0 0
25th In Div(-) 19 12 4 0 3
173rd Abn Bde (Sep) 19 2 i 1 51
196th Lt Inf Bde 24 14 9 1 0
199th Lt Inf Bde 46 17 20 2 7
9th Tnf Div 43 23 16 4 0
llth Am Cav Reg 12 6 2 1 3

TOTAL: 359 146 148 28 38

NOME: R-6 was in session before start of this quarter. R-12 is in
session at the end of this quarter.

(2) Training Operations:

(a) Number/type operations conducted:

Dyght Recondo CTDG

1. Attacks . 0 0 0 0
7. Blk Action 0 0 0 0
I. Escort Action 1i 0 0 II
4I. Cmbt Patrols 3 0 0 3
•. Recon Patrols 49 0 144 0
•.Ambushes 0 90 90 0

(b) Number of friendly intiated contacts:

Di ght Recodo

0 0 0
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(c) VC losses (confirmed):

1. VC killed: 1
7. VC captured: 0
S. VC wounded: O
4. VC suspects: 21
7F. VC weapons: 1

(d) Friendly Losses:
USASF VNSF RANGER RECONDO STU CIDG

1. Killed: 00 - -

•. Wounded: 1 0 0 2 0
7. Missing: 0 0 0 0 0
E. Weapons Lost: 0 0 0 1 0

(3) Logistics: The WWV Recondo School as of 15 Feb 67 is

supported logistically by USARV and the 1st Logistical Command respectively.

e. Aviation.

(1) The 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) employed a combat
control team from the U.S. Air Force for the first time in February 1967.
The team supported the tactical move of Project Delta from the base camp to
the forward operating base. The team provided very effective support in
controlling the flow of U.S. Air Force aircraft and coordinating the loading
and unloading of equipment. The team will be requested on future moves for
Project Delta when normal aerial port facilities are not available.

(2) The 483rd Troop Carrier WTing (C-7A) requested and received
safety harnesses for all crew chiefs and kickers. The harness was fabricated
in the 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) Logistical Supply Center and pro-
vided to the wing to increase the freedom of movement of the C-7A crew while
complying with all safet- requirements. The safety harness was provided in
adequate numbers to support the entire C-7A Caribou fleet in Southeast Asia.

(3) In March 1967, Company B, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne),
Rleiku, obtained operational control of one U-lA Otter. This aixcraft, pro-
vided by the Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, has increased the
comimand and control capability of the company comniander and the three •B"
detachment commanders. The aircraft is responsive to Special Forcees require-
ments in the II Corps Tactical Zone and has provided both staff transport and
an emergency means of resupply for small items.

(4) The 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) employed a joint
tactical air control party to support a Project Delta long range reconnaissance
operation and an adjacent mobile guerrilla force operation. The joint TACP
provided the most efficient inans of supporting both operations and permitted
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control of the FAC under a single U.S. Air Force coordinator. The immediate
exchange of information and the increased flexibility permitted maximum
support for both operations. The location of the Forvard Air Controller
aircraft at the joii~t TACO resulted in a saving of one hoar flying time
per mission in support of the mobile guerrilla operation.

f. Research and Development Projects, currently under evaluations

(1) Manpack Personnel Detector (MMD). The MPD is a device in-
tended to alert a foot patrol to the presence of concealed humans in ambush
by detecting certain human chemical effluvia. The evaluatio. of this item
was completed on 28 Feb 67. The results of the tests indicated that Special
Forces would have very limited use for MPD's.

(2) Battlefield Illumination System. The prototype system con-
sists of 12 individual flares each contained in a filament wound launch tube.
These 12 launch tube& are bonded to a molded plactic breech plate and further
bonded into an extended plastic outer case. The system is designed to provide
six minutes of cc.itinuous illumination or a combination of one and five minutes,
or three and three minutes. The 5th SFM. presently has 10 illumination kits.
Tests to date indivate that the item is excellent.

(3) 40iam Grenade Launcher (XM-I48). This item was designed to
be mounted under the front hand guard of the MI6AI rifle. 57 XM-148's were
issued to Group on 30 March for tests on a mass issue basis. The results of
the tests indicate that the 5th SFGA would have only limited use for the weapon.

(4) Battery Operated Fluorescent Lamp. This lamp has an 11 inch
miniature fluorescent tube powered by two 69 volt batteries or by a 110 volt
AC source. The lamp is designed to be hand carried or suspended from two
eyelets on the back of the lamp. Tests were completed on 5 April with very
successful results . A basis of issue and total number required has been sub-
mitted to USARV G-3. This item is an "off the shelf" item, and procurement
should not +aka long.

(5) Mine, A-Pers, Linear (Fragmacord). The mine consises of
a 25 foot length of waterproof, flexible, explosive cord, beaded with coiled
fragmentation rings crimped to the cord. Thirty mines have been issued to
each CTZ. The results to date have been excellent.

(6) 40ram Rapid Fire Grenade Launcher. Evaluation of four systems
of rapid fire grenade launchers will begin in the latter part of May 1967.
The evaluation of each system will be staggered two months apart. The systems
to be evaluated, and the order in which they will be evaluated, are: (a)
Hand cranked, low velocity grenade launcher; (b) automatic, low velocity
grenade launcher; (c) hand cranked, high velocity grenade launcher; and
(d) automatic, high velocity grenade launcher. The 5th SFUA is scheduled to
receive tw, of each system for evaluation.
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(7) Colt, s',b-machine gun, 5.56mm, CAR-15. Tahis weapon is
s~milar to the MI6AI rifle; however, it has a shorter barrel and hand guard,
a telescoping butt stock, and different type of flash suppressor. It weighs
5.6 pounds, is 28 inches long with stock closed and has a cyclic rate of fire
of 750-900 rounds per minute. 25 weapons are located in each CTZ. Tests
were concluded on 1 May 1967. Results of the test have proved that this
weapon is an extremely valuable asset to the 5th SFGA.

(8) Rucksack, lightweight nylon. This item is constructed of
lightwaeight nylon with quick-release buckles on the shoulder straps, plastic
hold!Ag de-ice on the drawstrings, five sections of webbing with eyelets for
mout•ing additional equipment. Thirty-one rucksacks were received on 21 Mar
and were distributed to II CTZ and III CTZ for evaluation. The tests will
be concluded on 10 May. To date the item has proven to be a great improvement
over existing rucksacks.

(9) Evaluation of sniper activities and operations. AC1IV is
conducting an evaluation of the sniper program presently existing in RVN.
The purpose of this evaluation is to: (a) determine if a need exists to
re-institute an Army-wide program of sniper training; (b) evaluate new sniper
equipment and effectiveness of existing equipment; (c) evaluate the effective-
ness of present sniper activities in RVN. 5th SFGA participation in the ACTIV
program will constitute evaluation of sniper activities with the M-ID rifle
with M-84 scope.

(10) Improved M-79 amnunition carrier vest, The vest has six
pocxets, four in front and two on the back, which will hold a total of 18
rounds of ammunition for the M-79 or XM-148 grenade launcher. The ammunition
vest, fabricated of mesh type ny-on material, is split down the center of the
back with three elastic cross straps and has drawstring tighteners down each
side below the arm openings. Closure of the front of the vest is accomplished
by a velcro fastener. 5th SFOA has been issued 40 vests and they have been
distributed to each of the four CTZ's. Evaluation to date indicates the item
is excellent.

(11) 105mm, XM-546 (beehive) A-Pers cartridge for howitzers.
The XM-38OE2 beehive projectile contains a payload of 8,000 eight-grain
flechettes which attain nose-first stable flight in a forward moving, cone
shaped pattern, about 50 feet from point of ejection. The lethality of this
round for direct fire situations is far greater than that of the HE projectile.
This ammunition has been procured by 5th SFGA and is presently being dis-
tributed to camps in II CTZ for evwluation in conjunction with camp defense.

(12) Nightingale device. This device 4 battle sound simulator
which is designed to be used to create diversi~nb deceive the enemy
as to the exact location or strength of friendlK , unizb. Eighteen devices
have been distributed throughout the four Corps areas. No results have been
received to date.
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4, (U) Logistics.

a. General: During the past three months the Logistical Support
Center continued providing logistical support to 82 "A" detachments, 12 4•Bv
detachments, four companies, and six special project detachments positioned
in over 100 different locations from Con Thien, near the DMZ, to Phu Quoc
Island in the Bay of Thailand. More than 9,850 tons of supplies were
delivered to these subordinate units by air, land and sea. Over 350 tons
of food, ammunition and general supplies were parachuted into isolated
camps and in support of special operationa.

b. Supply:

(1) Most requisitions for all classes of supplies except limited
Class II and IV, Class III and Class V are still submitted to the Counter-
insurgency Support Office on Okinawa, Under the provisions of an Inter-
Service Support Agreement, Class III, Class V and common Class II and IV items
are obtained from the 1st Logistical Command Depot at Cam Rsnh Bay. A
liaison NCO is now stationed there to expedite supply shipments from Cam
Ranh Bay to Nha Trang. it is anticipated in-country procurement will
continue to increase.

(2) Each Forward Supply Point was provided with two-4.,O00
pound forklifts which have alleviated a critical problem. The seven new
forklifts obtained for the LSC insure proper loading of aircraft and have
)limLnated aircraft down time due to insufficient and in-operable ME.

(3) The use of LST's to ship supplies by sea to all four
Forward Supply Points has been sharply increased. Over 2,075 tons of
supplies were delivered to Danang, Qui Nhon, Saigon and Can Tho during
the reporting period by this means,,

(4 ) To provide a rapid response to urgent supply requests, a
"Red Ball" priority systotm has been established. This is a method of
identifying high priority requests with a distinctive marking to insure
prompt handling.

c. Considerable improvement has been made in the physical facilities
at the Logistical Support Center.

(1) To protect supplies awaiting shipment, a 1,000 foot covered
ready line was constructed.

(2) Extensions have been added to six wairehouses to provide
sheltered working areas.

(3) A receiving warehouse has been completed and a now ration
warehouse is now under construction.
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(4) The entire kogistical Support Center area including the
anmmunition storage area is being inclosed with cyclone fencing and security
has been improved by placing Nung guards on the gates and sentry dogs
inside the yard and warehouse area at night

d. The logistical briefing given all newly assigned officers
during their in-processing has been expanded to a detailed explanaticr
of the logistical support provided the Special Forces mission in Vietnam.
The briefing is illustrated with the use of more than 80 color slides,

e. To insure a quick, effective means of combating fire within
the Logistical Support Center, four damage control and fire fighting teams
have been created and a detailed and workable damage control plan prepared,
Fire fighting equipment has been obtained and is located throughout the
area to insure adequate tools for extinguishing fires are readily available.

f. An agreement has been made with Air Force personnel at C0m
Ranh Bay whereby 5th Special Forces Group receives extra aircraft on SLdayv.
The movement section has been able to use these aircraft to move cargo
that would otherwise have gone into the Aerial Port System. Much of this
cargo consists of low priority items in small quantities and is therefore
difficult to justify additional aircraft scheduling. Extra aircraft under
5th Special Fbrces Group control make it possible to move this cargo
without jeopardizing priority cargo.

5. (U) Revolutionary Development.

a. The Group's Campaign Plan for Special Forces Revolutionary
Development in Vietnam was publirhed 1 March 1967. This plan clarifies and
assigns responsibilities for the planning and implemeitation of Revolutionary
Development support within the 5th Special Forces Group. The plan de-
lineates responsibilities for the SFOB, letter companies, "B" and "A"
detachments in conducting the RD support program. Each company, "B" and "A"
detachment is required to prepare a plan for their respective areas to
implement the Group's Campaign Plan.

b. On 3 and 4 March 1967, the Revolutionary Development Support
Activities Section sponsored a conference at Camp Goodman, Saigon, for all
Group company and "B" detachment S-5 officers. The course was designed to
provide a general orientation of the RISA progr-m for the more recently
assigned officers. Representatives from the voluntary civilian agencies (000,
USAID, CARE, IVS, CRS, etc) were introduced and the commodities these agencies
can provide in support of the CA/RASA programs as well as the procedures for
obtaining them were explained. The Group's Campaign Plan for Revolutionary
Development Support was discussed in detail. This discussion brought to
light the need foi specific implementing instructions to execute the Campaign
Plan. The conference also provided an opportunity far discussion of problem
areas, problem solving techniques, and presentation of lessons learned in the
conduct of RDSA.
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c. During the periods 13-15 March and 22-24 March 1967, the
Revolutionary Development Support Activities Section conducted courses for the
Group's non-commissioned officers who are assigned primary or additional duties

'f tIDSA. Students dere requested by RDSA from each company, "B" and "A"
detachment. The primary purpose of the courses was to acquaint these NCO's
with the Group's Revolutionary Development Campaign Support Plan and the
procedures for its impJementation. Instructors were furnished by }ZDSA.
Guest speakers were farnished by tho 41st CA Company, the 245th PSYOP Company,
US Agency for International Development, and Joint US Public Affairs Office.
An NOD was selected from each of the four Corps to give a presentation of
the CA program in support of HO in his respective area. Initially. the
majority of the NCO's accepted RDSA as a "necessary evil"; however, at the
conclusion of the course, they realized the importance of Revolutionary
Develcpment as a major factor in accomplishing the Free World's mission in RVN.

d. On 20 April 1967, .Implementing Instructions to the Group's Campaign
Plan for Revolution.ary Development during 1967 were published. Essentially,
Special Forces RD support operations for Calendar Year 1967 will be divided
into four phases:

(1) Phase I(l May - 30 Jun 67) During Phase I, each letter
company will train CIDG CA/PSYOP squads for its respective corps area. "B"
detachments in sector roles and "A" detachments in sub-sector roles will
assist local officials and the LLDB in establishing Survey Census Committees
to canduct an RD Support Survey. The RD Support Survey will be the basis
for determining which of the three support roles (active, adviscry, orpreparatory) tho detachments will adopt.

(2) Phase II (1 Jul - 31 Aug 67) During Phase II, the CIDG
CA/PSYOP squads wil.l receive additional training; a detailed survey of AO's
will be conducted; and, based upon the information developed in the surveys
an RD Plan for Support Activities during the remainder of CY-67 will be
drafted as a joint USASF/LLDB effort,

(3) Phase III (1 Sep - 31 Oct 67) During Phase III, detachments
will begin ezecution of ttie approved plan.

(4) Phase IV (1 Nov - 31 Dec 67) During Phase IV, execution of
the CY-67 Plan will continue; detachments will collect information to update
the RD survey of their AO; and, a detailed plan for RD support during CY-68
will be drafted, coordinated and submitted through channels to reach the SFOB
NLT 31 December 1967.
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6. (C) Psychological Operations.

a. As a :~ult of a thorough study of PSYOPS documentation,
Group Regulation 515I-1, Psychological Operations, has been revised and
increased from a nine page document to a 14 page document complemented
by seven annexes containing formats and pertinent data required for
conduct of psychological operations.

b. The reporting format for the Monthly Operational Summary
(MOPSUM) his been revised to provide uniform reporting, and more complete
statistics as required by COMUSMACV. Study revealed that the statistics
compiled by Group were not being reported to COMUSMACV as required by MACV
Directive 515-1. Corrective action has been taken and as a result the
national figures should show a substantial increase in the future. Ultimately,
5th Group requests should receive higher priorities and more consideration in
the future.

c. The Group PSYOPS Ncws Letter was initiated to provide a means of
passing on ideas, methods, and current information pertir.-nt to psychological
operations and civic action. The letter is written by the Group PSYOJS
Officer and disseminated monthly.

d. During the reporting period it became apparent that the number
of CA/PSYOPS documents supplied to Group for distribution to subordinate units
was far below the required number. Corrective action was taken, and an in-
creased number is presently being supplied. When adequate copies are not
supplied, the materials are reproduced by the PSYOPS Secticn.

e. The JUSPAO catalog of PSXWAR tapes was reproduced by this
headquarters and distributed to all detachments. This was necessary because
the catalogs needed were not available through JUSPAO channels and detachments
had no way of knowing what material was available. The tapes are desiged for
rapid reaction aerial loudspeaker operations and can be effectively used in
support of ground loudspeaker operations.

f. The S-5 recently sponsored a conference for officers and two
training courses for NCO's. The conference was supported by one hour of
PSYOFS orientation on the role of psychological warfare in Revolutionary
Developmient. The NCO courses each received two hours of the same instruction.

g. A total of 51 CA/PSYOP teams have been organized and are presently
operational. This step was necessitated when the Indoctrination and Motivation
teams previously employed were redesignated Revolutionary Development Teams
and no longer available to aid Cpecial Forces detachments.

h. In the month of February the first NVA ralliers were received
under the Chieu Hoi program. ', total of 37 were received from I! and III
CTZ's. VC and NVA personnel continue to rally at a record high rate with
a total for the reporting period of 1,557.
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7. (U) Personnel and Adinistration:

a. Unit Strength:

(1) At the beginning of the reporting period:

OFF 598

WO 11

EM 2,123

TOTAL 2,732

(2) At the end of the reporting period:

OFF 511

wo 11.

EM 2,175

TOTAL 2,697

b. Supply of blank forms and publications: The lack of an adequate
supply of blank forms and publications discussed in the previous report has
been corrected; adequate materials are now being received.

c. Officer Assignment Instructions: During the period, 13 officers
received assignment instructions less than fiftpen days prior to DEROS. One
officer received instructions two days before DEROS. It is pertinent that
this is but 50% of the numbers reflected on the last repotýt, a reduction
attributed to closer monitoring of DROS and prompt follow-up action. Late
assignment instructions, however, receive immediate adverse publicity, and in
addition to undue personal and family hardships and a considerable increase in
the administrative workload at all levels, the impact or morale is most
significant. An individual's tolerance and understanding for these oversights
diminishes exponentially in proportion to the number of days remaining in a
cambat zone.

d. Critical MOS Shortage (Officer): There is considerable dis-
parity between the number of officers required on the basis of the MTOE, and
those authorized by the TOE and General Order. The difference, to be exact,
is 201. Requisitions are being validated for the most part on the basis
of the TOE only, creating a shortage which impinges with increasing severity
on the Groupts ability to meet its reqtuirements. For example, in the case
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of Civil Affairs/Psyc&ological Operations Officers, MOS 39305, not only do
we not have sufficieri. numbers of personnel available to fill these slots,
but the shortage is compounded by the lack of school trained officers. Of
37 Officers filling such positions, 15 are school trained. The MTOE auth-
orization for this MOS is 106.

evý Casualties: Casualties suffered during the reporting period
are an follows:

KIA MITA W TA

OFF 6 1 29

EM 20 2 85

TOTAL 26 3 1h

f. Voluntary Extension of Foreign Service Tours: The high rate of
voluntary extensions continued in this period as it has since the beginning of
the special leave program, which confirms the effectiveness of this program.
During the period 15 officers and 133 enlisted personnel extended their tours.

g. Awards and Decorations:

(1) The following is the status of awards and decorations processed
during the reporting period:

APPROVED FENDING
(a) Medal of Honor 0
(b) DSC 3 6
(c) DSM 0 1
(d) DFC 3 4
(e) Silver Star 14 10
(f) Legion of Merit 12 12
(g) Soldier's Medal 8 10
(h) Bronze Star (V) 67 40
Wi) Bronze Star 231 83
(j) Air Medal 30 27
(k) ARCOM 85 66
(1) Purple Heart 40 12
(m) ARCOM (v) 8 12
(n) Air Medal (V) 3 6
(o) CIB 436
(p) CMB 70

TOTAL 1,020 292

Note: Number of awards approved includes recommendations submitted prior to the
reported period.
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(2) There are three recommendations for the Medal of Honor
currently pending at Department of the Amy: ILT Sisler, George Kt, OF 110068,
SFC Hoskins, Gomer D., Jr., RA 25351557; and SSG Hall, Billie Allen, RA 18621886.

(3) The recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor to
SFC Bennie G. Adkins, RA 4193612, was downgraded to award of the Distinguished
Service Cross,

h. A&R and Special Services:

(1) Athletic and Recreation Progrmun: Fourteen additional
weight lifting sets were obtained for use at the SFOB and various detachments.
Other athletic equipment has been ordered and will be distributed upon receipt.

(2) Special Services: Magazines, paperback books and news-
papers are mailed directly to all detachments weekly. A reading room was opened
at the SFOB. There are magazines, newspapers and over 1,OOO paperback and
hard cover books available; facilities for studying and writing letters have
been installed. A tape library will be opened in May, arid personnel will b
able to dub tapes, record tapes to send home, and pla- +;pes received from home.

i. Post Exchange Facilities: The SFOB PX annex now stocks various

items of electronic equipment,television sets, radios and numerous other items.

j. labor/Civilian Personnel: In keeping with MACV objectives to
reducc the amount of piasters expended, additional consolidation of activities
is planned. All hirin' and firing of civilian personnel for Group units in the
Nha Trang area will be centered at the SFOB Civilian Personnel Office. This

will permit elimination of most CPO positions at the other four offices in the
Nha Irang area.
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3. (U) Medical.

a. Hospital facilities.

(1) The CIDG hospital at Company C, Danang, became fully
operational in early March 1967.

(2) Construction of a general surgical facility at the CIDG
hospital at Company B, Pleiku, began in early April 1967.

(3) Constiaction of the Company A general surgical facility
at Bien Hoa was completed U, April 1967.

(4) A 3. bed hospital for CIDO beAMA fw 11fuy nnpn'a+nna1 In
late March 1967 at Detrc.Mwnt 6-23, Ban Me Thuot. This facility provides
hospital support to the COG troops in the nine A detachments under B-23.
Thus, evacuation routes &re eiaiplified and the work load on the overburdened
CIDG hospital at Pleiku is lessened. Furthermore, better medical support
is provided CIDG in southern II Corps Tactical Zone.

b. SFOB Dispensary: The SFOB dental clinic was completed in
February 1967, providing a high level of dental care to personnel assigned
to the SFOB and to Special Forces personnel visiting the headquarters. An
average of 450 dental treatments (not including examinations) are performed
each month.

o. Medical Civic Action: Medical Civic Action programs con-
tinued. Civilian outpatients treated between 1 Jan 67 through 31 March 1967
totalled 214.,132.

d. Rodent Control: A letter of instruction conceining rodent
control was published and distributed to all subordinate detachmr-'ts in. mid-
February 1967. This publication outlines a step-by-step progre-i by which
rat populations may be decreased to acceptable levels. in the -amps where
this program has been followed on a ccntinuous basis, significant succesa
has been noted.

e. Local Sanitation:

(1) Health evaluation examinations of all indigenous mess
association employees were completed during March.

(2) SFOB sanitation continues to improve due to construction
of more sanitary facilities and installation of efficient equipment, to inciiae
dishwashers.

f. Hospitalization and Evacuation: Due to the construction of
new CIDO hospital facilities, 5th SF Group Regulation 4O-3 was completely
revised, dictating general policy concerning hospit&lization and evacuation
of CIDG troops. 28
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f. Narcotics Control: In order that this organization fully comply
with TJRV Regulation 40-2, concerning narcotics, drug abuse control items, and
restricted drugs, 5th SF Gp Reg 40-4 was completely revised and published in
April 196t. The regulation lists the controlled drugs and directs control
procedures to be utilized, complying with USARV directives.

h. Plague Inmunizatiors- In coordination with ISAID, all
civilian employees of the SFOB, Detachment B-52, and the Uetachment B-50
compound were immunized against plague in March 1967.
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9. (C) signal:

a. Communications Traffic:

(1) The traffic analysis for the reporting period revealed
that a total of 18,690 messages were processed by the SFOB Communications
Center. This volume o. Lraffic has saturated the comuamications system
controlled by the 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) and overflow traffic
has to be sent by other in-country communication systems, i.e., STRWTCOM,
DCA-'ý&M, Air Force. The problem of handling overflow traffic is more
prevalent when the point-to-point land line circuits are out, and traffic
must be passed by radioteletype or YjT.

(2) The four subordinate communication centers, one located
in each corps area, processed an average of 2,670 messages during the re-
porting period.

b. Two new radios were brought to Group by the manufacturers for
evaluation. Both of these, the AN/PRC-66 and the AN/PRC-70, have character-
istics which make them especially applicable to Special Forces operations.

(1) AN/PRC-66 Radio Set: (See attached photos)

(a) The AN\/PRC-66 is a small portable transceiver which
provides effective AM comirnication on any one of 3,500 availablo channels ih the
frequency ran,'e from 225.0 to 399.95 MHz. The transmitter RF output is 2
watts, and the receiver sensitivity is better than 3 microvolts. The trans-
ceiver unit itself, including controls, connectors, and a storable flexible
antenna) occupies a volume of only 75 cubic inches. It can be hand held during
uise, or it can be operated as a packset, vehicular, or airborne unit. Low
power consumption and high efficiency have resulted in maximum battery life.
Both rechargeable br throw away batteries are available for the AN/PC-66.
The rechargeable battery package uses nickel cadmium cells, and the throw
away battery package uses alkaline cells. The UHF Transceiver AN/PR.C-66
has been developed under contract number AF30(602)-3378 awarded by 7ome Air
Development Center in April 1964 to Collins Canada through Canadian Commercial
Corporatior,

(b) The AN/ARC-66 would solve the requirement for a
communications mode between support aircraft and Special Forces ground elements
engaged in ccmbat actions. A FAC aircraft is required to bo on station
to direct air strikes due to a current void in air/ground UHF commnunications.

(2) AN/PRC-70 (SC-948) Radio Set:

(a) The AN/PRC-70 is a lightweight HF/VHF-&SB/FM manpack
and vehicular combination transceiver. It has a power output of 40 watts
and a communication range of approximately 1500 miles. The new, highly
versat.ile HF/V•H-SSB/FM transceiver provides one radio to do the jobs which
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formerly required three such packages. The radio was designed b'• General
DynamiesA/lectronics, Rochester, New York, under Signal Corps Contract
DA-28-043-AMC-OO137 (E). Extremely versatile, it will operate in a variety
of modes, including SSB, FM, AM, knd C(M 74,000 highly stable frequencies
are easily selected by using five di~pital knobs. These and other controls
have been human engineered. Compatibility with other less stable equipment
operating in the 2 to 76 mc range is ensured by the inclusion of vernier
tuning in the receiver. A variety of antennas can be used, such as six-foot
whip, 15 foot whip, and longwire.

(b) The AN/PRC-70 is capable of performing thcý saie function
as any one of the following radio sets currently used by the dpecial Forces
in Vietnam:

* 1. AN/GRC-87
*!•. AN/GRC-109

3. AHiGRC-125
* i. AN/PRC-o

. AN/PRC-25
*6. AN/FRC-47
*7. AN/PRC-64
U. AN/tRC-74

* 1. AN/VRC-10
* 1U. AN/AQ-3

* - Sets now being phased out.

(c) The AN/PRC-70 is not intended to replace the AN/PRC.25
(AN/PRC-77), the AN/GRC-125 or the AN/PRC-74, but rather would provide a
single comion set that a combat patrol can use for both internal control on
FM and long range AM-SSB back to base camp.
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10. (U) Engineer:

a. Organization: During this reporting period the Staff Engineer
Section, which was first organized in December 1966, was placed into full
operation. The organization is as depicted in inclosure 10. The Staff
Engineer is a special staff officer working under the operational control
of the Deputy Commanding Officer for Counterinsurgency. The Staff Engineer
assists in the formulation of calendar plans, budgeting, advises on camp
location, determines the type of fighting camp to be erected, effects
coordination and support for camp construction, assists in defense and
barrier planning, and supervises the construction to completion. One
Engineer Officer from the Staff Engineer Section is placed in general support
of each of the four line companies. These officers are billeted in the re-
spective company areas and -supervise CIDG camp construction and rehabilitation
within each of the corps areas. The Engineer Construction and'Advisory
Detachment (EDAC) (KB Teams), attached to the 5th SFGA from the 1st SFCA,
Okcnawa, has been placed under the operational control of the Staff Engineer
for mission assignments. There is no change in normal command relationships.

b. Camp Construction: The "fighting camp" concept has been con-
tinued and implemented. The last operational report gave the principles and
parameters of a fighting camp. Since then, camp design has been further
categorized, based on ground water table (GWT) characteristics in RVN, as
follows:

(1) Type I: Subsurface. In those areas having a low GWT, all
structures are placed in hardened underground bunkers.

(2) Type II: Surface. The entire camp is placed on the surface
in areas where the GWT is usually located within three feet of the surface.
The camp may or may not be enclosed by an earth berm. The two modifications
of the surface fighting camp are:

(a) Standard. Crew-served weapons positions, ammo bunlers,
emergency medical and commo facilities are placed in hardened CONEX con-
tainers, AUl other structures are wood frame.

(b) CONEX: All facilities, to include living quarters,
are placed in hardened CONEX containers.

(3) Type III: Floating. Each structure in the camp is designed
to rest on the ground during the dry season and rise with the water dicing
periods of flooding. Floating helipads capable of supporting a fully
loaded UHID are also a part of each floating camp.

A list of camps completed during the period and those presently under
construction is shown in Inclosure l.
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C. Camp Design and Conatruction: To further increase speed of con-
struction, the erection and design of all buildings has been standardizd.
Each camp is authorized certain specific structures, the basic design of
which is the same for all camps (Inclosure 12). In the past, a great deal
of time has been spent in the procurement of materials both prior to and
during construction. This deficiency has now been overcome by pre-stocking
in the Logistical Support Comnd (LSC), Nha Trang. AU construction materials
required for a camp are precut and stored on a building-by-building basis.
The building materials are then banded and palletized so they can be delivered
by C-130 aircraft as either air land, air drop or LOIEX cargo. If
only certain buildings are required, for rehabilitation of an existing camp
for examples buildings are ordered by name and shipped to the camp site.
A stockage level of two complete camps is maintained in the [SC.
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3.1 (S) CIDG Finance:

a. Detachment Fund Report audit procedures were completely revanped.
A list of standard remarks for 25 of the most common errors found in detachment
fund reports was prepared. The au'itor now simply checks off the type error,
fills in the monetary amount, and the t-pist types the applicable standard re-
mark on the back of the Statement of Acoountability, Previously, auditors
bpent much of their time composing a description of each discrepancy. This
list of standard remarks has greatly improved the auditors efficiency, and a
more comprehensive report of discrepancies is sent to the Funds Officers.

b. A flip-styCo CTDG pay table has been prepared so that auditors can
more quickly verify pay entitlements. The feasibility of producing these tables
for issue to detachment funds officers is being considered. Previously, SF
Regulation 37-1 had to be utilized to check entitlements.

c. A card index suspense file has been established for each corps.
iis major discrepancies are noted on detachment fund reports, they are posted
to the appropriate index card. Corps fund officers no.w can be informed con-
cisely as to the quality of their reports and many discrepancies cleared up
quickly.

d. A total of 60 detachments were audited during the period 1 Feb-
ruary through 30 April 1967. These audi-s are designed primarily to assist
agent officers and to insure that the administration of CIDG funds is in
accordance with prescribed SF regulations. This program has proven itself
mutually advantageous to the comnmnd and the detachments.

e. On 8 March 1967 the Bank of Tokyo was notified that the Special
Forces bank account was to be moved to the Bank of America effective 30 April
1967. This move was accomplished. The change was ordered by the Deputy
Comptroller, MACV, as part of ITACV's program to have all US funds in military
banking faciiities, i.e., the Eank of Amcrica- or the Chase National Bank.

f. On 5 April 1967 a message was dispatched to USTfRPAC requesting
that the in-country portion of our tnnuirl Funding Program and ý.he i.th qlrrter
allotment of funds be reduced by $h.368 million, This "tinu-back" of excess
funds was necessitated by slippage in ccruriting of CTDG personnel and a short-
fall in camp construction. DA message received on 8 April 1967, approved this
request.
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12. (C) Comptroller.

a. A Program Budget Advisory Committee (PBAC) was established con-
sisting of the Comptroller (chairman), CIDG Finance, S-I. S-2, S-3, S-4,RDSA,
Group Engineer and the Group Signal Officer. The purpose o t.,- 3ommittee is
as follovs:

(1) Coordinate program and budget actions with the 5th SFGA.

(2) Establish and j intain responsibility for one or more cost
codes in the Command Operating Budget of the 5th SFGA.

b. An increase in subsistence costs in IV C`TZ from 35VN to 4o$VN
per man per day was approved. Due to the inflationary trend of food in IV
CTZ the increase was necessary to provide a sufficient level of subsistence.

c. Revision of MACV Recondo School Support: A letter of instruction
was published by USARV directing MACV to support the MACV Recondo School. The
1st Log Command has assumed responsibility for the support of the school. Items
not available through the ist Log channels will be issued by the 5th SFGA LSC,
ind LSC will be reimbursed with items of like value. The 5th SFGA will con-
tinue to support CIDG company and the school cadre.

d. Non-appropriated Fund Audits: The Comptroller conducted audits
of non-appropriated mess funds. They showed need for a standardized and more
formal accounting system. Numerous errors were uncovered, and records did not
include substantiating documents. As a result of the audit a two day class was
conducted at the SFOB to familiarize mess officers and NOO's with proper account-
ing procedures. Effective 1 May 1967 all clubs and messes will use a standard
accounting system adopted from the SFOB Mess Association system.

e. Revised requirements for the receipt of jump pay for the
Mik Force personnel: The new revision requires only that personnel malm
four (4) jumps a year rather than one monthly.

f. Two (2) additional personnel were received to help in the auditing
of non-appropriated fund activities.

g. Revision of Regulation 335-20, dated 26 Nov 66 with change 1,
Headquarters 5th SFG (Abn) 1st SF: This was to provide a current list of
recurring reports initiated by or pertaining to this headquarters. This list
indicates the staff section responsible for initiating, monitoring, con-
solidating, or preparing reports that are active in the 5th Special Forces
Group (Airborne); 1st Special Forces.
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SECTION 2 (c) COMNDERSI OBSERVATIONS AND RECCWENDATIONS

PART I - Observatixrs (Lessons Learned)

1. (U) Personnel: None.

2a (C) Operations:

a. TrEM: Every tactical plan should include a deception (Scurce A-238)
plan.

D13CUSSION: During a recent corden and search operation against
a village which was-suspected of providing assistanco to the enemy. deception
was directly attributable to the succcss of the operation. Normal tecbniques
were employed to isolate the village during the hours of darkness. However,
at first light a CIDG squad dressed as Viet Cong was sent into the village.
They were immediately greeted effusively and presented food by some of the
inhabitants. These inhabitants were immediately processed as suspected Viet
Cong sympathizers.

OBSERVATION: It is obvious this technique will eventually be-
come known and villagers will beccme suspicious and hesitate to contact ouch
parties. This will be to our advantage and to the Viet Cong's disadvantage.

b. IfEM: Deception can be used to preclude the establish-(Source: A-346,
ment of patterns in combat operations. A-236

DISCUSSION: When two camps have adjoining TAORsn , deception can
be used to in-creaDsethe effectiveness of combat operations. Lac Thien con-
ducted a company size operation in an area adjoining the TAOR of An Lao where
they had received several intelligence reports. After searching the area
thoroughly for five days with negative contact, the operation returned to
base camre. In the meantime An Lac had dispatched a company into the area
arriving in the "backdoor". Three contacts were initiated by friandly forces
resulting in significant enemy casualties.

OBSERVATION: The enemy had layed low while the first compsmy was
searching and started move ent again when the first company pulled out. The
small ambushes on the trails employed by the second compa-q accounted for the
results.

c. ITEM: US Special Forces personnel in cIDG camps (Source: Co B)
that are within an area of operations assigned
to a US commander are placed under the
operational control of that US conmmnder.

DISCUSSICN: In order to insure mutual support it is mandatory
that liaison be established between Special Forces and the US unit at the
lowest possible echelon. This is best accomplished at the "B" detaxwwnt
level by attaching a liaison officer to the LS unit. This liaison officer
will insure thati 38
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(1) The operations of the pertinent CIDG camps are
providing mutual support to the US unit within their capabilities.

(2) The "B" detachment commander is abreast of the
operational requirements, present and future, of the US forces.

(3) The US camiander is provided with detailed in-
formation of the capabilities and activities of the CIDG forces within
the "B" detachment AO.

(4) Coordination is provided between the maneuver
unitz and fire support of both US and CIDG fires.

(5) Rapid comnunications exist between the U) Hqs and
" "Detachment.

OBSERVATION: The above procedures should be followed when
Special Forces personnel in CIDG canps are placed under operational control
of a US major unit commander.

d. ITEM: Smoke Grenades are an effective munition (Source: Co B)
for marking friendly positions.

DISCUSSION- Often medevacs, resupply, and FAC aircraft pilots
ask patrols oinF -ground to mark their positions with smoke. For security
reasons smoke should be wed only as a last resort. Panels, mirrors, and
flares are less likely to disclose friendly positions to the enemy. However,
when smoke is used the following method should be employed:

(1) The pilot should call for smoke.

(2) The patrol will throw smoke.

(3) The patrol will notify the pilot when the smoke grenade has
been activated. Note: the patrol must not mention the color of the smoke.

(4) When the pilot can see tl-, smoke, he should identify the color.

(5) If the color is correct the patrol will "Roger".

OBSERVATION: This system will preclude onemy intercept of the
message from the patrol to the pilot and subsequent attozipts by the endra7 To
deceivo the pilots using smoke grenbdes of the same color.

e. ITEM: Problems caused by flood waters. (Source: Co D)

DISCUSSION: The vet season and the ensuing floods in the Delta
region create numerous problems and difficulties which must be overcome so
that the canps can maintain and even improve their combat effectiveness during
this time. 39
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OBSERVAT IONS

(1) Berms and dikes must bc reinforced and built up to with-
stand long periods of exppsure to rains and flood waters.

(2) Drainage ditches and sumps must be cleaned out and new
ones constructed, where necessary, in order to keep the water level dcon
inside the camp.

(3) Additional pumps must be requisitioned and chocked for bad
fittin.s and faulty parts before the start of the flood season.

f. ITEM: Local security during the flood season. (Source: Co D)

DISCUSSICN: During the flood season many camps in the Delta are
surrounded by water. This makes it difficulb to set up foot patrols and
ambushes around the camp for local security.

OBSERVATION: Training is being conducted at all cmps to enable
them to send out pat-rols and ambushes on sampans during the high water season.

g. IfEl : Conduct of ambushes in flat, open terrain. (Source: B-4h"

DISCUSSICN: Problem in setting up effective ambushes in a large
open area in Delta-type terrain.

CBSERVATION: Flat, open terrain ambushes can oover a much
larger area by positioning listening posts at 300 to 500 meter intervals to
screen a large area. The ambush party is located behind this screening line
and can deploy to position on a light or radio signal, when an LP observes
the line of movement of the enemy. This gives the ambush the advantage of an
oarly warning and the flexibility to move the kill zone to the most effective
position.

h. ITEM: PRC-25 Radios for roadrunner teams. (Sources Co E)

DISCUSSIGN: Field experience has shown that the HT-1 radio,
currently being used by the roadrmnemr teams does not have the neoessary range
required for reconnaissance operations.

OBSERVATION: Indigenous roadrunner teams should use the PRC-25 radio.

i. ITEM: Combat Equipment for Vietnamese indigenous (SoMrce: Co E)
parachutists.

DISCUSSION: Experience has shown that Vietnamese indigenous
parachutists becau-s-e their physical makeup cannot effectively handle the
weight anr bulk of weapons and oquipmont normally requi-red to be carried on
a parachute assault.
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OBSERVATION: Substitution ef the M-60 machine gun, the M-lh
rifle, and tzie 7 grenade launcher for the A-6 machirn gun, the BAR, and
the 60rm mortar greatly reduces the weight factor with no appreciable loss
of firepower.

J. ITEM: Assemrbly aids in airborne operations. (Source: Co E)

DISCUSSION: Airborr-ý operations conducted in Vietnam inherently
pose a problem of assembly because of terrain, and the density of vegetation.
li a result of this dense foliage/drispJr-ion factor, leaders are often without
comnunications f prolonged periods of tin,,

OBSERVATION: Unit leaders should be equipped with an HT-l or
radio with si~m--Ir capabilities to insure communications and facilitcte ass--mbly.

k. fIlE: FPsupply by fixed wing aircraft. (Source: Co C)

DISCUSSION: When utilizing fixed wing aircrft for resupply in
the field, most 'uesireable to give the pilot a targeb to release on#
rathez than have the ground commander order the drop executed. This is most
advantageous in that personnel nced net be in the drop area after the desired
receiving point has been marked and results in more avcurate de? ivery of the
supplies. See Inclosure 23 '-r discussion.

OBSERViJION: It ib suggested that gas inflated ba).lons, currently
available through Australio-' knoy channels, be utilized for maxking resupply
drop zones, and Jn case- of close air support, can aict in quickly identifying
friendly positions.

3. (C) Training and Organization:

a, ITEM: Assignnent of CIDG cadre and leaders. (Source: Co D)

DISCUSS]IN: When a new CIOG company, just out of training, is
assigned to a camp, there is an initial phase of adjustment to the -w camp
co--haner, the IbASF and the VNSF teams. I-, addition, in many cases the

application of tactics and f3rmalions at the camp differs from those taught
at the. Training Center.

OBSERVATION: Members of the UIflSF and VNSF teams at the camp
should accomapany the newly recruited company and be assigned as cadre at the
Training Ceater while the CIDG company is undergoing training. The company,
USASF and VNSF should be assigned to the same camp upon completion of training.
This rethod creates more trust in the leaders and a better response on the
part of the "IDG in combat situations. This :ethod was used in the deployment
of detachment A-424, My Phuoc Tay, and has resulted 1n a highly combat effective
company.

b. ITEI• Special requirements for recon personnel. (Source: Co E)
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DISCUSSION: Because of limited training facilities, and
operational req•irements and the nature of their mission, it is imperative
that personnel assigned to recon units possess prior combat experience in
Vietnam,

OBSERVATION: Assignment of personnel to recon units should be limited
to those who have previously served at least three months with a combat unit.
At is further desired that these people attend the MACV Recondo School when
possible.

4. (C) Intelligence:

a. ITEM: Evaluation of intelligence information reports. (Source: Co E)

DISCUSSION: Intelli4•ence information reports -re disseminated to
using agencies. Evaluations are ,.,ivcn ai, the appropriate level which include
validity of the information and useability of the information. Based on these
evaluations, the collecting agency is able to further direct his collection
program and assess his collection assets. Evaluations are sometimes received
which merely contain the s tatement that the authenticity "c amnot be judged'.
These are of no help to the collecting agency.

OBSERVATION:

(1) In evaluating intelligence information reparts, the collecting
agency must be given, as a minimum, an indication whether the inforn•:tion is
useable and if that particular collection effort has sufficient potential to
be continued. This may not be possible with isolated reports, however, it is
feasible with a series of information reports. The picture fonrd by a series
of reports for a period of one month, for example, can be evaluated by relating
the value received b- the user or hai the information may have been utilized
in the tactical situation.

(2) Includel with the eciluation should be a notification when a

specific intelligence collection request (SICR) has been fulfilled or modified.

b. ITEM: VC use of rumors. (Source: Co C)

DISCUSSION: It has been experienced that the VC/NVA have made
extersive use of rumors and possibly even deliberate planting of false infor-
mation by agents to relay the imp.ession via the population to the CIDG camps
of massive enemy concentrations in various parts of the Corps. This was most
predominate in Quang Ngai Province prier and immediately follJcing Tot and
prior to the rice harvest. These rumors have normally been accompanied by
threats of attack on CIDG camps and district headquarters.
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OBSERVATION: In practically every case the reports have proven
to u a•Aly rxu•ors and to be false. Extensive patrolling on the part of the
CIOG and RF/PF forces which met with minimum resistance in areas of reported
large enemy concentrations were the best positive proof of false infornkation.
With a concerted psychological effort supported by vigorous patrolling these
rumors will continue to be ineffective. In the Gia Vuc TAOR the false report/
rumor caipaign was most vigorous. ",hen rumors failed to curtail operations,
a mortar and HR at-ack was made on Gia Vuc.

c. ITEM: Use of uncoded agents. (Source: Co D)

DISCUSSION: The use of uncoded agents by sore detachments has
resulted in source agents selling the same information to more than one agency.
This practice has, in some cases, created an erroneous intelligence picture.

OBSERVATION: The coding of agents has greatly reduced the selling
of information to a numb'er of agencies by the same source. Source data in-
formation has been processed throug a single agency, examined for source, re-
corded, and forwarded to other elements, thereby protecting the user from
having his source sell information to others.

d. ITEM: Utilization of visual reconnaissance pilots. (Source, Co D)

DISCUSSION: In many cases units fail to take advantage of the
knowlodge and experience of visual reconnaissance pilots, for intelligence
purposes.

OBSERVATION: Aerial reconnaissance is most effective when there
is close coordination between the using unit and the pilot. Briefings should
be scheduled so that capabilities and limitations of both are discussed to
insure better coordirnation between the two. The pilot should be Impt abreast
of all operational and intelligence activities so that he can become thoroughly
familiar with his area. Directives, SOP's and guidance should be issued by
the using unit to insure maximum utilization of both the aircraft and the
pilot. Visual reconnaissance aircraft are also capable of adjusting supporting
fires, pinpointing enemy locations, movements, and routes of withdrawal, and
informing the ground commander of any change in the tactical situation.

e. ITEM: Improper photc coverage. (Source: Co D)

DISCUSSION: In many instanc s mosaics are produced at various
scales malcing it difficult to obtain a complete arA accurate picture of an
area. Aerial photo missions are often flown in two separate missio-s and at
different altitudes.

OBSERVATION: Photo missions should be processed in one mission,
therieby i..'iurMng corruct altitude and complc . coverage of tle area requested.
All mosaics should be produced on one scale for standardization.

CD3
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5. (C) Logistics:

a, ITEM: Red Ball priority system. (Soirce: Gp S-4)

DISCUSSION: Supplies requested from the field were being 1-1l11d
from stock, packaged aGO placed on line for shipment on a first in/first out
basis. At times units were receiving supplies they did not immediately need
ahead of items for which they were in short supply.

OBSERVATION: It was determined that a need existed for identifying
high priority aupply request and 'he supplies themselves to insure expeditious
handling. The Red Ball mw ohod was established to identify these requests and
the supplies with a distinctive "P1d Ball" marking to insure special hxandling
from time the request is received until the supplies are pulled from the ware-
house, p-klaged, placed on line, and loaded or. the aircraft.

b. ITEMI: Rice bags ripped and torn while' warehousing. (Souree: Gp S-4)

DISCUSStfON: Rice was stored in the ration warehouse in bags untilpulled for shipment. It was found much time was lost re-bagging rice because of
ripped and torn bags and much time was lost kandling each bag individually. A
method of sppeding up the out loading of rice was needed and the need existed to
reduce the damage to rice while in storage.

OBSERVATION: The problem was solved by paletizing and banding the
rice bags at the time they are received. The uniform pallets of rice facilitate
handling, speed. up out-shipments, reduce damage and rake inventory of rice on
hand much simpler and faster.

c. ITEM: To provide building materials to the new camp -in such a way
as to rmnimnIze construction tine. (Source: Co D)

DISCUSSION: Personnel a' ;he construction site havu a minimum of
tools and con-s- ct-7-- knowledge. They riusT construct the camp with little
supervision and in a minimum amount of time while at the dame time, securing the
camp from attack.

OBSERVATION: The lumber shoull be prefabricated and delivered in
sections. Thl.s is suitable if the sections can be delivered by convoy. However,
it presents many problems for aerial Xelivery means. The final solution (Detach-
ment A-h26, for example) was to proecut tKi lumber, identify itand let the camp
put it Lo,,o•L1her.
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d. ITEM: RF/PF/CZ)G dependent housing can be constructed out of dis-
carded wooden7 unition boxes, (Source: B-33)

DISCUSSION: Dependent housing for O.IDG/RF/PF, in some cases, is
either substudari 1 or nonexistant due to lack of ftuds or lack of initiative on
the part of local commanders. US and ARVN ammunition uupply points have several
types of ammunition that comes in wooden boxes. Normally these boxes are given
to anyone whlo is willing to carry them off. In some cases interprising Vietnamese
have been known to transport these boxes to villagers and hamlets and sell them to
the local inhabitants.

OBSERVATION: These boxes properly dismantled provide lumber, nails
hinges and screws which can be utilized to construct sturdy dependent housing with
little additional meterials.

e. ITEM: In the hardening of camp defenses cement bl ocks have proven
extremely val=---e. (S( irce: A-232)

DISCUSSION: The use of the 4.2" ammunition box for the manufacture
of cement bloca-s proven very successful. By placing a divider in the box,
two blocks can be made. In addition to the construction of bunkers• cement blocks
have many valuable uses in camp.

OBSERVATION: When there is a need for concrete blocks this technique

can be used.

f. ITEM: 175mm ammo container metal.

DISCUSION: Arty armio container (175mm) can be inprovised and used
for drainage pipT hiT~s method is stmrdy, allows drainage ditch 'o run uwer
road and walkway, and saves man hours Use of container p;ovr.c0es far:

(1) Moro permanent draitage ditches.

(2) More safety sinLe drainage ditch is covered,

(3) Longer life - open trench has tendpncy to erode it h heavy
rains requiring ditch to be dug frequently.

(4) Better sanitation.

OBSERVATION: If discarded 175mm containers are available. tbey can
be put to gooT use' inthe company area during the rainy season.

6. (C) OTMR:

a. ITEM: Emergency QA Supp'ies.
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DISCUSSION: During a recent VC moratr attack on a refugee village
various refugee .ouses were destroyed. Within a few hours after the attack SF
persornel utilizing emergency CA supplies stored in the camp started re-building
the destroyed houses creating a very favorable environment and attitude of the
local population toward the CIDG camp personnel.

OBSERVATION: Emergency QA supplies should be kept at all tims
at the C03G camps or at the company level in order to achieve ;,lick response
in the event an emergency arises. The refugee village cited was ThuonL Duc.
The attack was on 13 April 1967.

b. ITEM: Leaflets dropped during operations. (Source- Co D)

DIBCUSSICN: Experienco from supporting two combat operations
showed that lealetFrops have little effect on the target audience during the
conduct of the operation, The priarry difficulty is trying to pinpoint the
enemy so that the leaflets can be dropped in the path of the moving elements
and can be picked up. In most cases this type of pinpointing is not possible
and the effect of the leaflets is negligible because tuey are picked up by a
few people at best.

OBSERVATION: A good deal of success was experienced using taped
loxiso•; :r broadcasts during combat operations in place of leaflets. Tbe
broadcast missions are flown by U-lO or C-4-7 aircraft and can be heard over
a large area. Pinpointing of the tarret is not necessary. The tapes can be
made in a very short time, compare' to the time involved in preparing a leaflet.
The use of aerial loudspeaker broadcasts is especially effective when used in
conjunction with, or imewdiately following an airstrike on enemy positions.
Tapes can also be made quickly and can be effectively used to ex2)loit lW's
captured during an operation.

c. ITEM: Increased incidence of bubonic plague in and about
detachmentb in II CTZ. (Source: Surgeon)

DISCUSSION: Perennial increas- in bubonic pla,,ee generally occur
during the first quarter of each year. This oranization'-bas responded tQ plague
outbreaks by providing teams which effect better rodent control and provide
plague imunizations to the endangered indigenous populatiun.

OBSERVATION: Increascd sanitary vigilance and rodent control is
required in plague endemic areas. Total immunization of the civilian population
is desirable, but not feasible due to lack of sufficient vaccine and often lack
of bLfinient population control.
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d. ITEM: Reluctance of GVN in the hiring of Special Forces trained
Hamlet Health-Wckers. (Source: Op Sargeon)

DISCUSSION: Coordination with the Vietnamese Ministry of Health
revealed that WF can only hire 100 new Hamlet Health Workers each yea, which
are trained by various agencies. Furthermore, the Ministry of Health requests
that it approve each and every separate training course conducted by Special Forces.

OBSEVATION: It appears unlikely that GVN wil.hire the approximately
200 Hamlet Health Workers trained by Special Forces from July 66 to March 67.

e. ITEM: Interest evinced by Revolutionary Development National
Training Center-in Special Forces trained Hamlet Health Workers.(Source: Op Surgeon)

DISCUSSION: On 21 April 1967, the Senior Medical Advisor to the
National Training Center evinced a sincere interest in placing Special Forces
trained health workers on the Revolutionary Development cadre payroll.

OBSERVATION: Providing Hamlet Health UJorkers for the Revolutionary
Development Program would be an excellent outlet for Special Forces trainibg efforts
in the field.

f. ITEM1: Employment of AN/PRC-74 radios with power supplies modified
for operation w-th BA-386. (Source: Co B)

DISCUSSION: The AN/PRC-74's continuous tuning capability which allows
entry in almost all existing USASF SSB and CW nets has proved to be a positive
reliable communications medium for long range patrols, mobile guerrilla and
other special operations. 'hen power supply is modified for battery BA-386,
the weight of the radio set is reduced to approximately 20 pounds complete.
Resupply problems are minimized because this batteW is also used in AN/PRC-25
radios. SSB Voice capability allows cross-trained individuals to operate the set.
The ability to enter any of several existing radio nets insures diversified
listening stations thus minimizing effects of poor radio propagation conditions
and skip distance for high frequencies.

OBSERVATION: The AN/PRC-74 powered by BA-386 is not only an excellent
reliable iwans for scheduL1c radio contacts but provides for positive emergency
cominications when required.

g. ITEM: W+bile/Air Transportable CP Communications Facility(Source: Co B)

DISCUSSION: The increased employment of CIDG forces in large and
special operatio nsiwh-ch pool resources from two or more CIDG camps and operations
conducted jointly with Free World 1ilitary Forces has cneated a requirement for
USASF Tactical Conmand Post Communications. Further these commnications
facilities nust be aJr transportable by C-7A and CH:Z7 aircraft. Ia fulfilling
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%he above requirement, Company B, using available materials, has designed and

built a TAC CP facility which can terminate the following commiunications means:

(1) On-line radio teletype.

(2) SSB Voice.

(3) FM Voice.

(4) CW Radio.

(5) Land line te]-ohone.

Facility consists of a 3/A ton shelter (AN/GRC-46) and a 3W DC generator mounted
on a specially modified Air Force baggage trailer. Overall dimensions are 73 inches
high, i15 inches long, and 65 inches wide. Total weight packaged for air movement
is approxd-iately 2300 pounds. Communications equipment contained in facility
are as listed blow:

(i) One ea Radio SetAN/GRC-46, modified for On-line Crypto
(mounted in shelter).

(2) One ea T/SEC equipment KW-7 (mounted in sheltUr).

(3) One ea Radio Set KWM-2 (mounted in shelter).

(C) On- ea Radio Set AN/PRC-74 (battery powered back-up, can be
operated in rig or Tortable separately.)

(5) One ea Radio Set AN/PRC-125 (mounted in shelter)

(6) One ea Radio Set AN/PRC-25 (operated portable separately)

(7) Two ea Telephone TA-312.

(8) One ea Antenna RC-292.

(9) Materials to construct three doublet antennae for HF radios.

OBSERVATION: Coimminications facility was deployed by C-lA aircraft
to CTDG Camp ek (A242) on 14 April 67 and is currently undergoing field
te. Uing. Results thus far are extremely encouraging and indicate that equipment
will operate at peak efficiency for extended periods of time.

h. ITEM: Air-ground frequencies. (Source: Co D)

DDbCUSSION: Due to the lacge volume of traffic between aircraft
and Pir-to-groun n a given area detachments have experienced difficulty in
transmitting and receiving between the ground and the supporting aircraft during
tr*- conduct of operations.
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OBSERVATION: Three new air-ground frequencies were put into effect
for each ^ 2ihe 'I" detchments in Company D. This has greatly reduced +he vonlum
of traffic in all three areas, allowing for better commnmications.

i. ITE4: Interference from antenna fields. (Source: Co D)

DISCUSSION: Sensitive test equipment, vacuum tube volt iators,
field strength meters and frequency generators very often cannot be u24d n "le
alignment of signal equipment beciuse the test equipment picks up spur .-us RF
signals from a near-by antenna field causing meters to give false read)ings.

OBSERV,,TION: RF shielding inst-l-led and connected to ground <'r )per
or aluminium screen wire can b,- used. Install shielding completely coveriI• tL3
inside ceiling, walls and doors.

J. ITEM: Dust problem. (Source: Co D'

DISCUSSION: ]) t and mud sett s3 into porous concrete floors, dries
out, and when swept causes an excesLive amr at of Just to be stirred up, setuling
on and in the chassis of the signal aquipn at being repaired.

O)BERVATION: Wet moppin, dr s not alleviate this -oblem. Instal
Azierican-type vy asbestos floor tile ýat can be kept dust fL e by use of a
dust mop.

k. ITEM: Requisitioning an• Issue. (Source; Co D)

DISCUSSION: The S4 at the company level does not have an assigned
signal supply clTer who is able to associate nomenclature to a particulir t) -e
of signal equipment.

OBSERVATION: Assign the requisitioning and issue of signal equipment
fo a man as a?7-im-- job in the supervision of the Signal Officer.

1. ITEM: Operational Capability of the AN/'fQ--O Counto.'-Batt-L." Radar
Set. (Source- Co E)

DISCUSSION: Because of a predominant mountain range in th. area,
return echoes reflected by this range back to the set te ds to obscure the tr&:king
area from 6 0Cmm mortar rounds.

OBSERVATION: By creating an artificial crest from sandbars to screel
these echoes an preclude their return to the set, tracking of the 60mrn round
is improved. Experivents are being conducted to determine favorable distances
and heights for this barrier.

m. IT:E: Rapid and accurate transcription ofr~cordo of trial by
special courts-martial. (Source: Gp SJ \)

h9
CONFI K'T I AL



CONF If) IAL

AVGB-C 15 Mr 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967

DISCUSSION: The absence of a sworn professional court reporter in
trials by special court-martial forces reliance upon handwritten notes by clerical
personnel to preserve testimony and proceedings for preparation of records of
trial. This procedure is time-consuming and not always accurate.

OBSERVATION: Utilize a long-running tape recorder with suitable
microphones to record all proceedings, providing a sturce of reference for details
and a "back-up" for the clerk taking notes. The recording should be preserved
until the case has been finally approved by the GCM authority.

PART II -'Recomoendations:

1. (C) Personnel shortages.

a. Reference: 5th Special Forces Group Operational Repurt for
Quarterly Period Erding 31 January 1967, Section 1, Part 1, paragraph
3.a.(3); and Inclosure 22 (5th Special Forces Group MTC&E 31-105E, dated
11 January 1967.

b. Insufficient personnel to accomplish currently assigned -issions
continues to be one of the greatest problems facing this unit. The 5th
Special Forces Group MTO&E 31-l05E, dated 11 Jarnary 1967 was forwarded
to U.S. Army, Vietnam, on 13 January 1967 and is still under consideration
by that headquarters. This unit is already organized and operating

as described in the proposed MM{(E in order to execute missions assigned
by OOMUSMACV. At present, there is a critical shortage of personnel,
especially in the medical, communications, amd intelligence fields. I
The requirement for 240 radar operators stated in the proposed MT1NE
has been deleted by USARV, and this unit has already initiated action
to MACV for cancelling procurement of 73 AN/PPS-5 Radar Sets.
Approval of the proposed MTC&E, with the exception of the deleted
radar operators, would greatly facilitate the accomplishment of currently
assigned missions.

c. It is recommended that Special Forces personnel be programmed
for this unit in accordance with the proposed rITC&E, except for the
radar operators, in anticipation of its early approval.

2. (C) Hamlet Health Worker Program.

a. Reference: Section 2, Part 1, paragraph 6, items d. and e.

b. It 's recomwended that the hiring of Special Forces traineo1
hbalet health workers be emphasized through MACV channels to GVN. Also,
the use of hamlet health workers in the Revolutionary Development Program
should be fully explored.
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AVGB-C 15 May 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967

3. (C) Signal equipment.

a. Reference: Section I, paragraph 9. b. and c.

b. The AN/PRC-66 Radio Set (UHF) and the AN/PRC-70 (SC-948) used
in conjunction with the AN/P'tC-25 (AN/PRC-77) and AN/PRC-74 would meet all
tactical field radio commnication needs for Special Forces operations in
Vietnsm.

c. It is recommended that expeditious action be taken to procure,
test, and evaluate the AN/PRC-66 and AN/PRC-70 (SC-948) Radio Sets.

j""'

27 Incl cIS J I
1. Troop Disposition List and onel, (Armor
2. Operations Data ' Commarndin.
3. EneTm Casualties
4. U iiSF Casualties
5. CIDG Casualties
6. RF/PF Casualties

* 7. Aircraft Availability & Utilization Chart
16. Visitor Briefings
9. Employment of CIDG, Mike Force, Mobile

Guerrilla Force and Long Range Re-
connaissance Projects.

.lO. Organizational Chart for Staff Engineer Section
Ui. Construction Program

"*12. CIDG Camp Construction Standards
-'3. Detachment B-35 After Action Report

Operation Checkmate (Tra Cu Camp Opening)
I4. Detachment A-42L: My Phuoc Tay Camp

Opening Highlights
"-15. After Action Report: Operation Harvest Moon

*-a6. Detachment B-23 After Action Report:
23-27 February 1967 (67X085)

*ý&7. Detachment A-302 After Action Report:
20-21 February 1967 (67xO84)

*-A18. Jtachm)nt A--341 After Action Report:
Operation 4/3, 22-23 March 1967 (67X086)

*-A19. Detachment A-341 After Action Repcort:

Operation 5/3, 24-25 March 1967 (67X087)
*IQ0. Project Sigma After Action Report:

Operation Regina (67X0?9)
*,1. After Action Report. Blackjack 31 (67xo80)
*,2. After Action Report: Blackjack 22 (67X081)

** 23. After Action Report: Blackjack 12 (67X082)
(Operation Oconee)

**24a. Project Sigma After Action Report: (67X083)
Operation Liberty Blackjack 51
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AVaB-C I1 1967
SU3JECTt Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967

25. Detachment B-23 Civic Action
Success Story

26. Campaign Plan for Special Forces
Revolutionary Development in
Vietnam (Copies 1 thru 8 only)

27. Implementing Instructions:
Campaign Plaz for Special Forces
Revolutionary Development in
Vietnam (Copies 1 thru 8 only)

NOTE: * Denotes "Withdrawn, Hqs, DA"I
** Denotes Combat After Action Reports withdrawn at Hqs, DA, to be

published separately undez control number in parenthesis.
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59CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (15 May 67) 1st Ind
SUbJaCT: Operational Re-ort-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending

30 April 1967 (hCS CSFCR-65) (U)

HLADQUT-Ta'S, UNITED STATLS ARILY VIETNAK, APO San Francisco 96375 1 3 SEP 1967

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT,
APO 965ro

-- Department of the Army, Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff for
Force Developments, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-
Lessons Learned for the period ending 30 April 1967 from Headquarters,
5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces.

2. (C) Pertinent comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning officer assignment instructions,
paragraph 7c, section I, page 25: Concur. Late receipt of assignment
instructions causes undue personal inconverience and an increase in
admipnistrative workload to obtain assignment instructions for those of-
ficers within 30 days of DFROS. Every effort is made by this head-
quarters to expeditiously process and disseminate assignment instructions
to major subordinate commanders, for all personnel, in sufficient time
to accomplish adr nistrative outprocessing actions. Further improvements
of the assignment procedures can be made by Department of the Army, Office
of Personnel Operations by providing more timely notifications to this
headquarters of individuals' assignments. Special attention by the 5th
Special Forces Group to insure that individuals are reported for reas-
signment at the proper time will also assist in solving this problem.

b. Reference item concerning insufficient personnel to accom-
plish assigned missicn, paragraph Ib, section II, part II, page 50:
Nonconcur. Recently DA-imposed officer manning levels preclude recognition
and validation of requirements based on proposed 1f,'OE. To do so at this
time would be to the detriment of other units. When the TOE is ap-
proved, resulting in new requirertents, a supplemental requisition with
justification should be submitted through personnel support channels.
Such supplei:iental and regular requisitions should specify the desire
for school trained officers. The shortage and lack of school trained
Civil Affairs Psychological Operations Officers is being analyzed and
appropriate action to effect intra-coamand reassignoents or to present
the problems to higher headquarters should alleviate problems related to
the current authorizations.

c. Reference iern concerning hiring of Special Forces trained
hamlet health workers, paragraph 2, page 50: Concur.
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AVI['-•DST (15 May 67) 1 st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned fcr the Period Ending

30 April 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

* Reference item concerning the AN/FRC-66 and AN/PRC-70 radio
sets, paragraph 9b, page 30 and paragraphs 3a - c, page 51: This head-
quarters cannot make any recommendations in this matter. No informatin
is on hand concerning these sets. The impact on maintenance support
facilities should be carefully considered before procuring special equip-
ment for which no support presently exists in RVN.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

27 ncl L KEN Ync / CPT AGC
Asst AG
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CONF DENTIAL

GPOP-DT(15 Hay 67) 2d Ind (C)
SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967

from HQ, 5th Sp Forces Gp (RCS CSFOR-65) (9)

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 19 OCT1967

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

(C) This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report,as indorsed, subject to the
following comments:

a. Reference paragraph lb. Section II, page 50: Proposed
MTOE and TDA for the 5th SFG are currently under review by this
headquarters. 660 personnel are included under Program V.

b. Reference paragraph 3. Section II. page 51: Further
evaluation of radio sets referred to appears to be in order. These
sets are low density Items and, due to r.f. power limits, have
restricted use wiinin the Army. Though these radios may fulfill a
Special Forces requirement, it has been noted that delivery of these
items to the field is usually followed by a request for a power
amplifier to increase their capabilities.

FOR THE COMWANDER IN CHIEF:

27 Incl MLAJ. ACC
nc Asst AG

RECRADED CONFIDENTIAL WHEN HQ USikKPAC
SEPARArED FROM SECRET 55
I"ýQ URFS -,
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CONFIDENTIAL 44e?

OKPK(A-242~. IR CORPS -NANG SUK (FOB)

Dliý SEAS i-246__ PLATEAU SI (A-243)

OAK TO WA-244) BNSO (A27

POLEI KLING 'A-241k VI---- THN A20

KONTUM (3-24 U NN(-2

PLEI MIRONO (A-252K~~~---
DA. WAN CANN (A-223)

PLEI WIERING (A-25!, Kolu K.

PLIIKU (Co.B3 # A-219 LINN4 (A-226)

OUC CO (A-253)-- N .E A-22

P5.1 41~A-26)--~ , , ~PLEIL' / NU TUC (A-114)

SNUON ILECH A2e-~* / CUNS SON (A-22I0
PHU - FN

Trý4S PHUC (A-233 D-..4
NA TPANS - -NO$.

aAN ME T"JOT (926-- t'- A-O

3. -A.950
DUC LAP (A -239 

1. _"RN DUO(-621
a -AN - , RUNG DUG A-02

LAC THIEN (A-236 B.-, 4 'Th

,D0NG 13A THIN (8-51)

AN LAC (A-234j______ A&. P .KMNHHO

NNON CO (A-235 G- DALA

TAN RAI (A-2323K )-- -_

LUON9 SON (A-237)-._ Bo.ý Loco a r* '

LE41END

t4+ NTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY
ýCORPS BOUNDARY
----ROVNCEBOUNDARY

DISTPICT OOUNrARY
- COASTLINE

-2-1
ANNEX 2 TO INCLOSURE I TO OPERATIONAL REPORT
FOR QUARTERLY PERIOD ENDING 30 ARUL 1967
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OPERATIONS DATA

1. Number/Type CIDO Operations Conducted:

DAY NIGHT SQD PLAT Co CO+

a. Attacks 70 52 10 35 42 35
b. Blocking Actions 217 170 2 238 135 12

c. Escort Actions 835 136 497 368 87 19
d. Combat Patrols 7154 3604 2416 4462 3385 495
e. Recon Patrols 6691 2Lt46 5311 3473 336 17

f. Ambushes 4611 22487 22140 4439 513 6

TOTAL BY TYPE 19578 28895 30376 13015 4498 584

TOTAL OPERATION: 48473

2. Number/Type RF/PF Operations Conducted:

DAY NIGHT SQD PLAT Co CO+

a. Attacks 115 18 9 80 26 18 j
b. Blocking Actions 454 84 121 164 224 29

c. Escort Actions 977 83 138 652 254 16

d. Combat Patrols 1495 736 1215 746 286 34
e. Recon Patrols 2604 1466 3161 832 70 7

f. Ambushes 954 15753 13730 2739 213 25

TOTAL BY TYPE 6599 18190 18374 5213 1073 129

TOTAL OPERATIONS: 24789

3. Number of Friendlý Initiated Contacts:

DAY NIGHT SQD PLT CO CO+ TOTAL

a. CIDG 604 163 76 230 314 147 767

b. RF/PF 76 50 40 55 24 7 126

4. VC Initiated Combat Actior Against: CIOG RF/PF

a. Attacks 108 34

b. Probes 113 77

c. Ambushes 138 24

d. TOTAL 359 135

Incl 2 to 5th SFGA CRLL -1 Feb to 30 Apr 67
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5. Other VC initiated actions against: CIDG RF/PF

a. Mines/booby traps 199 43

b. Assassinations 4 9

c. Sabotage 2 8

d, TOTAL 205 60

2-2
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VIET CONM CIOUALTIES

1. (C) Confirmed VC Losses During lot Quarter by Corps Tactical Zone:

I CTZ EI CT_ III CTZ IV CTZ TOTAL
KIA 208 399 460 565 1632

VCC 49 144 79 229 501
TOTAL 257 543 539 794 2133

2. (C) Quarterly Comparison of Confirmed VC Losses Country-wide

CIDG RF/PF TOTAL

KIA VCC KIA VCC

4th Quarter 66 1302 312 243 102 1959

1st Quarter 67 1444 438 188 63 2133

NOTE: Above figures are USASF BODY COUNT.

Incl 3 to 5th SFGA ORLL - 1 Feb to 30 Apr 67
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USASF CASUALITIES

1. (C) TSASF Casualties During lit Quarter by Corps Tactical Zone:

I CTZ II CTZ III CTZ IV CTZ TOTAL
KIA 4 10 4 1 19

",IA 13 27 25 15 80
MIA 1 0 2 0 3
TOTAL 18 37 31 16 102

2. (C) Quarterly Comparison of USASF Casualties Country-wide:

KIA WIA MIA TOTAL

4th Quarter 66 9 54 1 64
lst Quarter 67 19 80 3 102

Inci 4 to 5th SFGA CRLL - 1 Feb to 30 Apr 67

CONF I DENT IAL
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CBIG CUSUAMS

1. (C) CIDG Casualties During 1st Quarter by Corps Tactical Zone:

I CTZ II CTZ III CTZ IV CTZ TOTAL

KIA 73 74 125 50 322

WIA 187 230 309 1914 920

MIA 19 3 52 6 80

TOTAL 279 307 486 250 1322

2, (C) Quarterly Comparison of CIDG Casualties Country-wide:

KIA WIA MIA TOTAL

4th Quarter 66 59 202 6 267

1st Quarter 67 322 920 80 1322

Incl 5 to 5th SFGA ORLL - 1 Feb to 30 Apr 67

COMF IDEN" IAL
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PL'/PF CASUALTIES

1. (C) RF/PF Casualties During 1st Quarter by Corps Tactical Zone:

I CTZ II CT? III CTZ IV CTZ TOTýL

KIý 114 22 51 7 94

WIA 12 17 87 45 161

MI• 7 0 20 2 29

TOTAL 33 39 158 54 284

2. (C) Quarterly Conparison of RF/PF Casualties Country-wide:

KIA WIU MIA TOTAJL

4th Quarter 66 81 136 18 235

1st Quarter 67 94 164 29 287

Incl 6 to 5th SFGA CIRLL -1 Feb to 30 Apr 67
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SECRET
bldhDQUARTERS

5TH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP (AIRBOrNE), 1ST SPECIAL FORCES
APO San Francisoo, 96240

AVGB-C 19 April 1967

SUBJECT: Employment of Civilian Irregular Defense Group, Mike Force,
Mobile Gruerri2la Force, and Long Range Reconnaissance Projects

TO: Commanding General
US Military Assistance Comarnd, Vietnam
ATTN: YACJ 322
APO 96222

1, GENERAL: This letter presents this command's concept for the
employment of CIDG forces and Special Operations forces in support of
F'MNAF deployed in Vietnam, the comrmand relationship which should be
established to effect optimum employment of asse:', and the methods of
effecting coordination and liaison between conventional units and support-
ing assets of this command. While procedures outlined herein my appear
complex and time consuming, they are considered to be the only means of
effectively coordinating operations between •MAF, CIDG forces and Special
Operations forces. It is recormmnded that the information contained herein
be made available to subordinate ccs-asnds of USMACV.

2. Civilian Irregular Defense Group:

a. Backgrounds

(1) The CIDG program was developed to provide a means of
filling the vacuum existing in many remote and underpopulated are" where
ARVN units can not effectively be employed and which are not under govern-
ment control. Basically the camps deployed under this program have the
mission of border surveillance and/or "*.>rdiction of enemy 1 .tration
routes and conducting operations agairnt enemy base areas. Ancillary
missions af these camps are the gathering of intelligence, the e- 3cution
of Civic Lction -:.ogrars and the conduct of Psychological Operations.

(2) It is important to note at this time that the CIDG
camps are under the command of the Vieotnmese Special Forces (LLEB).
The USASF personnel ame present as advisors only and do not command the
camps or assigned personnel.

b. Capabilities and limitations:

(1) Capabilities: Due to their organization and indigenous
background the CIDG troops have certain advantages. These are:

Incl 9 to 5thSFiA cRLL, 1 Feb - 30Apr 67

SECRET



SECRET
AVGB-C 19 April 1967
SUBJECT: Employment of Civilian Irregular De'ense Group, Mike Force Mobile

Guerrilla Force, and Long Range Recwtrissanoe Projects (U5

(a) Familiarity with the area: Being locally recruited
they are generally very familiar with the local terrain.

(b) Survivability: Their accustomed standard of living
permits survival on local resources with less supplemental support than that
required by conventional units. To a large extent they can live off the land.

(a) Mobility: Reflecting para b.(l)(b) above, they are
capable of travelling with lighter loads, With their entire TOE they are
foot mobile. They require fewer helicopters proportionally. At sea level
one UH-ID aircraft can transport 11 fully armed and equipped CIDG with a
two-hour fuel load.

(d) Language and ethnic origin: The CIDG will naturally
have the support of the local populace to a greater degree than the Caucasian
forces.

(e) Rapid reaction: Not being restricted by specific
defensive missions as ARVN units are, they are free to react rapidly to
charging situations. This is enhancr,d by the training of the ILDB commanders#
and the presence of U.S. advisors at a low level, not found in ARVN units.

(2) Limitations: As with any military force the CIDG program
has certain limitations which, of necessity, will dictate their method of
employment. These limitations will vary in extent from Corps area to Corps
area due to the difference in culture, language, education and motivation.
They are:

(a) Training and discipline: The CIDG personnel are para-
military employees recruited from the area in which the camp is located.
The relative freedom with which they can terminate employment, their loss of
motivation in proportion to their distance from their "home" area, and corollary
training and discipline factors limit their reliability or use in complex,
highly sophisticated, long range, or long term ppc.ations.

(b) Fire discipline: The C0DG can provide a heavy volume of
fire but because of camunication and training limitations, this fire is
often difficult to lift or shift. Further, they tend to react to enezV
fire or suspected presence by uncontrolled, premature, and undesired fire,
disclosing, often completely, their own positiows. This characteristic
coincidentally poses special hazards in chance meetings of friendly units.

9-2
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SECRET
AVGB-C 19 April 1967
SUBJECT: Employment of Civilian Irregular Defense Group, Mike Forces

Mobile Guerrilla Force, and Long Range Reconnaissance Projects (U)

(c) Ftysical limitations: The CID) is not generally
as strong as the US joldier. As a result his endurance is limited. The
period in which he can operate effectively on long term operations varies
from appro.±nately five days in ri CTZ to 15 days in II CTZ.

(d) leadership: The 23adership capabilities of the CJDG
unit leaders varies frcn medi'ocre to good. In no case does it approach
the standard of the US unitso

(e) Absence of supporting weapons: The CIDG company
does not possess the heavy fire power capability of the normal US rifle
company. Seldom are more than one 6Omm mortar and two .30 caliber machine
guns deployed. There are three M-79 grenade launchers or recoilless
rifles organic to their TC3,

(W) Force structure: The maximum size of a CIDG company
is 132 porz-onnel. .ors. J. strength deployed is 100 to 115 troops.

(g) Transportation: The CIDG companies nave no organic
transportation.

c. Missions and G-tpabilities: In view of the limitations and
strengths of the CJDG compaRnvs there are very definite missions which
they c.nn be assiped and expected to execute in a highly effective manner,
They are:

(1) Bloc!drng F'" § '.-: In view of their ground maneuverability
they are capable of moving into relatively inaccessible areas to block the
withdrawal of encry elements.

(2) Sc'ccning force: For the same consideration as in (1)
above they are able to screen the flanks of friendly units to prevent
surprise attacks, and sloe the withdrawval of enenm units to the flank.

(3) Light reconnaissance in force: The CIDG are ideally
suited to locate enemy forces for destruction by a conventional force.
Their familt•_ty with the area and their ability to associate with the
local popu!•co enhances this capability. They have only a limited capability
to fix the enemy for destruction by a conventional force, but if assured
of a reaction force, they will usually attempt to accumplish the mission.

(4) Search and destroy: The CIDf has the capability of
searchinf out and destroying small enemy units of company and smaller
size. Lrg6r forces they can iot normally destroy without assistance
from conventional forces, to includ& air and artillery support.

9-3
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AVGB-SECRET 19 April 1967
SUBJECf: Employment of Civilian Irregular Defenre Group, ikeE Force,

Mobile Guerrilla Force, anm Long Range Recormaibsance Projects (U)

(5) Reconnoiter and secure LZ/DZ for larger more heavily
armed vints.

(6) Combat operations against local VC and VC infra-
structure to include control over irdigenous personnel when such
action is necessary.

d. Coneept of employment:

(1) The CIDG should be employed in a manner consistent with
their capabilities, and assigned missions which they can normally be
expected to perform satisfactL:-ly. These missions should consider their
fighting abilities, best exploit 'kheir knowledge of the area and exploit
their maneuverability. Missions which they are not considered suited for
include, but are not limited to, the following:

(a) Perimeter security: Due to their lack of supporting
weapons and poor fire discipline they are not ccnsidered suitable for
defensive missions.

(b) Guides to individual units: Fragmentation of the
CIDG force into small groups of guides isolates them from their normal
leadership and requires them to exercise a degree of initiative which
they do not possess. They are not ctLrently motivated to exercise this
missiAi. A CITDG company with USASF advisors can perform this mission
sat.isfactorily.

(c) Use as a reserve/reaction force: Their limitations
preclude their employment in this manner with any reasonable assurance
of success,

(2) The CIDG units should never be fragmented. This separates
them from their LLUB commanders and US advisors and negates their entire
training which has been centered around their employment as a cohesive unit.

(3) Communications from the CIDG to the supported unit will
have to be through the USASF advisor. Accordingly two advisors, will of
necessity, 'have to accompany each maneuver element.

(4) Transportation and fire support will have to be provided
by the supported urit througi the USASF advisor.

e. Liaison between Special Forces and conventional units:
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(1) The Senior Advisor in each Corps is advised by the
Special Forces company commander on the employment of Special Forces
assets within the Corps Tactical Zone. This commaiyler hag as a moriber

of his staff a Special Operations officer who plans and exercises staff
supervision over Special operations conducted in that Corps, Pdvises
the Senior Advisor on the capabilitios, lilitations and methods of
employment of these assets and who effects liaison between the Senior
Advisor and the Commanding Officer, 5th SK-. thr-ough the C.-,-.any
Commarder. Special Operations include mobile ,aerrilla forces and
long range reconnaissance and road r-nner teams backed up by reacticn
companies

(2) When the area of interest of a major tactical commander
(Division c;.- -oparate Brigade) encompasses all., or a portion of a CIDG
camp's TAOR the "B" detachnent or USASF comm ny exercising conm, nd and
control over that CIDG camp will provide a Liaison Officer to the
Division/Separate Brigade. This individual will be a Major or senior
Captain with considerable Special Forces experience. His duties will
be as follovs:

(a) Advise the Division/Separate Brigade commander and
staff on the capabilitics, limitations and techniques of employment of C]DG.

(b) Assist the Division/Separate Brigade commander and
staff in the preparation of plans and orders for the employ3ment of CIDG
forces and other Special Forces assets in support of conventional units.

(c) During the conduct of opcrations be physically located
with the comumand and control element to advise the commander and his staff
in changes in employment, exploitation of contacts, and to provide close
and continuous coordination betwJeen the conventional forces and the Special
Forces elements operating in support.

(d) Pý-ovide fire support coordination botween the deployed
CIDG elements and the conventional fire siipport elcmcnts.

(e) Insure that the operations of the pertinent CIDG
camps are providing the support envisioned by the Division/Separate Brigade
co-mmander. 1e,4p tla commander and his staf)? informed of the CIDG activities
within their area of interest.

(f) Keep the "A" detachment. "B" dctactrunt and company
corrmanders abreast of the overall tactical situation, operational require-
ments and future plans of the US foi-ocs,

(g) Coordinate closely with the company Special Operations
Officer to gain Information required by thc Pi- b:rlon/Separatc Brigade commzander
on Special Operations ccndi1t.0 -ithir their area of interest and ruthods of
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employing these assets when available,

f. Conmmand Relations.:

(1) As stated above, when the area of interest of a con-
ventional comaander encompasses all or a portion of the TA(R of a C.hG
camp, liaison will be provided to that commrando At this stage there will
be no command relationship between the forces, but rather a flot of
information to the ccrmander and his staff on friendly and enemy activity,
area analysis and other specific items deemed necessary6

(2) At such time as the AC of the conventional force en-
compasses all or a portion of the TAOR of the ClOG camp, the specific role
that the C0IG force is to play in the future operations in that area will
have to be determined. Their specific riuthod of employment will have to be
coordinated with, and agreed upon by the Vietrnmaese Corps Comrander. If at
this time it is determined that the CI)G forces from that camp will actively
participate in coordinated operations with the Division/Separate Brigade
then they will be placed under the OPCON of the conventional force'
However, if it is determined that the CIhG forces will only conduct separate
supporting operations disassociated from the conventional force then the
two forces will be considered to be in a mutual support role. In any case
it is essential that the Corps commander agree to and direct the overall
concept of employment.

(3) It is then necessary that the Corps commander task the
Vietnamese Special Forces "C" detachment commander with the responsibility
of making the specific camp available to execute missions within the
overall concept of operations,

t4) Responsibility for coorCdnating the employrent of the
CIDG camp with the conventional unit commander will be delegated to the
Vietnamese and USASF "B" detachment commanders. SFecific missions will
be transmitted by the US major unit caomander through the Liaison Officer and
the US "B" detachment commander. He will then effect liaison with, end gain
concurrence of his counterpart.

(5) The Vietnamese and USASF "B" detachment commanders will
then inform their respective subordinates in the CIDG camp of the mission
requirement and implementing instructions.

(6) It is essential that mnxium coordination and planning
consistent with the situation be effected prior to the execution of all
missions. The Victmnmmse at all levels must concur in the concept of
eperations and tasks to be assigr. ' to the c=aps. The ClOG forces will
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operate only under thie command of the Vietnaii(ýse Sp-acial Forces
chain-of-commando The USASF advisors will accompany the force and

coordinate operations with the US forces, houever, he is unable to
exercise camiand.

3. Special Operations L'orces:

a. hIke Force:

(1) Background, The Mike Force is organiz-d as a multi-
purpose reaction force to be located in each Corps area and at SFOB and

':,•: to the needs of the US Special Forces coimpa-ny commander and
his VNSF counterpart. The mission of this force is to c nscitute a
Corps reserve; conduct raido, ambushes and com•bat patrols; reinforce CIDG
camps under construction or attack; search and seizure operations; and the
conduct of small scale conventional combat operations to include airborne
operations. It is important to note that the Mik!e Forces are under a
joint command beV-.eein the LLDB and U&ISF.

(2) Capabilities and limitations:

(a) Capabilities, Because of their organization,
background, and mission the Milko Force troops have certain advantages
that differ from those of the CIL31, These are-

1. Rapid raction: The Yike Force rapid reactic
cap-.bility is even greaýter than that of the CEG in that they are not
restricted by having to provide main force elements in camp defense.

2, The turn-over rate fc:; personnel is lower due
to the higher wages and-esprit-de-corps generally found in the Mike Force.

3. Tho Mike Force is an airborne unit which enhanceb
the means for eriploym'en. under aqverso and shor5 reaction time conditicris.

4. Because of the size and general operational
cwiitm-rt±s of the 1%ikceForc0 a better and more comprehensive training
progran is conducted which increases the professionalism of the Mike Force.

5. A hiýher quality of iedership exists among the
indigenous personnel due to the higher wages ard other incentives.

(b) Limitations: Dvp to the fact that the Mike Force
represents the entire Corps area some short comings r-.t be realized.
They are:
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1. The Mike Force will not have an intimate
knowledge of the ar.a- of operations and the people within the specific
area of operation.

2., In some cases, language and ethnic origin will
be entirely different-and will create local frictions, particularly be-
t•een Mike Force and CJDG pcrsonnel.

I. The logistical supply lines must of necessity be
much longer in order t'o provide adequate resupply. This requires t.he use
of aviation to a much greater extent.

4. The Mike Force is not organized as a battalion, but

as separate companies,

(3) Missions and Capabilities:

(a) The 11i e.Force is the Special Forces company
cornander's reserve. By b-ing located centrally in respect to the Corps
the Mike Force cal be deployed by air rapidly enough to influence the
outcome or further develop the situation of a major engagement by the CIUG.

(b) The aike Force is ideally suited to conduct raidsp
ambushes and combat patrols because of its airborne capability and greater
degree of training.

(c) By utilizing Itike Force troops to conduct combat
operations in the vicinity of w camp construction sites more CIDG
personnel can be diverted from security to construction tasks.

(d) Becatuse of the higher state of training and pro-
fessionalism the Mike Force - able to perform more conventional ccmbat
missions on a limited scale to include coordinated joint US/Mike Force
operations.

(4) Concept of Employment:

(a) To facilit-te rapid reaction and minimum delay,
each of the USASF oompcay ccrra-nnc.s and the VNSF "C" detachment commanders
can deploy the Mike Forces Ln their Corps area without the prior approval
of CO, 5th SFGA, and CG, VWs: o

(b) CO, 5th SEGA and CG, VNSF or their designated
representatives reserve the right to deploy the Mike Force from one Corps
area to another on any type of mission.
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(c) The SFOB Mik6 Force companmies will be under control
of Detachment A-503 as well as a VNSF "A" detachnment (minus). The decision
to deploy the 'iikc Force company at Nha Trang is at the discretion of CO,
5th Sf-mA, and CG, VNSF or their designated representatives,

(d) Normally each Special Forces company will utilize
its Rike Force as its Corps reserve,

(5) Liaison: The liaison necessary for coordination and
control of the Hike Force in relation to US and ýiietnamcse forces is
essentially thew sco as exists for the CIDG except that the responsible
coordination headquarters is always the company which is located in the
Corps area of operation.

(6) Camand relations: Command and control of the Force
is executed through a joint command between the LLDB/USASF.

b. Mobile Guerrilla Force (14GF):

(1) Background: It has long been recognized that tbD VC enjoy
freedom of movement and sanctuaries in certain areas of South Vietnam. The
Mobile Guerriall Force (NGF) has been organized which has the capability of
denying the VC those favored routes and base areas. In effect, a Sp-cial
Forces led indigenous force moves into a VC held area and employs guei-'illa
tactics against the VC.

(2) Capabilities and limitations:

(L) Capabilities: The Mobile Guerrilla Force has
essentially the same desireable characteristics as the Mike Force with
the following exceptions:

1. The iIGF is highly responsive to the needs of the
USASF companies of the Tour Corps areas in that operational control rests
with the iJSASF campany ccminrrler for the MGF located in his CTZ. The WJF
is coxmmnded by the Special Forces "A" detachment commander.

2. Fach MKF is trained to operate as an independent

unit, with no reinforcement or mutual support.

(b) Limitations:

1. All resupply must be made by air.

2. Medical evacuation of personnel will tend to
compromise the location of the MGF unless extesive precautions are taken.
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(3) Mission and Capabilities: VC base camps are located,
watched and raided, if possible, or harassed if the enemy is too well
defended and organized. i1nes of cozmmications are cut by raids and
ambushes and interdicted by mines and booby traps. Storage areas of
supplies are located and eliminated. Air strikes are directed tid
assessed*

(4) Concept of Employment:

(a) The MGF is designed as an econaW of force effort,
intended to be projected into remote, isolated areas not under ARM or
Free World Forces control or surveillance.

(b) The !VF is inserted into its assigned tactical area
of operations by the most unobtrusive means available.

(c) Once in the area of operations, this force becomes
a true guerrilla force in every aspect except that of living solely off the
land.

(5) LIaison: The MlF requires complete freedom of action
within a specified area of operations in order to achieve success. For
this reason, once an area of operations is designated for the conduct of
An operation, the MGF owns that area to include control 3f air support.

(6) Command relations: The MV is developed, organized,
equipped, trained and ccomnanded by the DSASF.

co Project Delta:

(1) Backgrounds

(a) Project Delta was organized to group together those
assets of the LLDB, ARVIN and USASF to term a highly mobile long range
reconnaissance force,

(b) The missions assigned to Project Delta include
reconnaissance patrolling, directing air and artillery strikes, guiding
friendly forces to exploit targets discovered during reconnivissance, and
employing the organic 91st ARVN Ranger Battalion to conduct raids, ambushes;
search and destroy operations; and as a relief force for reccn teams
deployed in country at large.

(c) Projec" Delta consists of a headquarters, eight road
runner teams, 16 reconnaissance teams, and the 91st ARVN Ranger Battalion.
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(2) Capabilities and limitationis:

(a) Capabilities: Due to their organization, background,
and mission, Project Delta has certain operational capabilities. These area

1. Confirming VC units, installatiors and activities
for the purpose of usinE and exploiting tactics and strategy.

2. Teams can destroy small targets.

3. Teams can stay in the area for long periods with
minimum of outside support.

(b) Limitations: Limitations to Project Delta are:

1. Reaction time for employment of Project Delta
is slow because of the Wumber of major commands that operations must be
coordinated through.

2. The small size of the teams that are deployed
makes them vulnerable.

(3) Missions and capabilities:

(a) Reconnaissance patrolling is highly effective due
to the small size of the teams. These teams are able to move at will
through their operational area with minimal probability of detecticn.

(b) Because of their mobility and secrecy the
reconnaissance teams provide an excellent means to call air and artillery
upon discovered VC base areas, installations, and troop concentrations.

(c) The knowledge gained of trail networks and exact
locations of VC troop areas makes these teams ideally suited for guiding
F•WF and their organic Ranger Battalion during the initial phases of
conventional operations.

(d) The 91st Ranger Battalion is fully capable of exploit-
ing the discoveries of the reconnaissance elements by being directly re -
sponsive to the needs of Project Delta. Their operations are enhanced duo
to the airborne capability of the battalion.

(4) Concept of employment:

(a) The road runner teams and reconnaissance teams are
infiltrated into assigned areas by overland, paradrop, heliborne, and
by water and can operate for a period of five days without resupply.
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(b) Tbe operational area of the recon teams are concealed
and covered and separated from populated areas.

(c) Recon teams will,according to the situation and
terrain, be dropped into the selected areas during the hours of darkness to
perform their missions.

(d) The road runner teams are utilized when the terrain in
the target area is open, cr 3sed with many trails, or very populated.

(e) Road runner personnel arc indigenous personnel and will
identify with the local population. If required, they will be equipped like
the VC or NVA and move and operate openly in selected operational area.

(f) The airborne ranger battalion is used as a reaction
force responsive to the imnediate needs of the reconnaissance teams
deployed.

(5) Liaison: Project Delta receives its missions from

either of three sources:

(a) From JGS and LINCV through the 5th SEM and LLDB,

(b) Directly from MACV in the sense of a unilateral
type operation.

(c) From the CG, LLDB and CO, 5th SFGA with concurrence
of MACV and JGS,

(d) Under no circumstances will the operational control
of Project Delta be delegated lower than to the Corps commander.

(6) Command relationships: The commarn and control relation-
ships existing in Project Delta are identical with those found in the CIDG.

d. Project Omega and Sigma:

(1) Projects Omega and Sigma perform the same missions as
does Project Delta. The difference exists in operational control and
areas of normal operations. These differences are:

(a) Projects Omega and Sigma arc ccmmanded by tle 1SASF.

(b) Project Omega is under the operational control of I FFV.
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(c) Project Sigma is under the operational control of
II FFV.

(d) The reaction forces for Onega and Sigma consist of
three Iilm Force companies each of which are commanded by the USASF.

FOR TI. COL'NiNDER:

BL. JERVELL
Captain, Artillery
Adjutant

Copies furnished:
CO, C A, 5-h T A
CO, Co B, 5th SFOA
.-O, Co C, 5th SFGA
CO, Co D, 5th SFGA
CO, Co E, %th SG I
CO, Det B-55, 5th SFGA
CG, LLDB High Commnand
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CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM
5TH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP (AIRBORNE)

1 Jan 67 to 30 Apr 67

LOCATION TYPE CONS UNIT AIRFIE11) STATUS.

Con Thien, I CTZ Subsurface MCB 4 (Seabees) CU Under cons

Dak Seang, II CTZ Surface, frame KB Tm None Completed

Plei Djereng, II CTZ Surface, frame KB Tm & 4th Engr Bn. C-130 Completed

Duc Co Airfield N/A 937th Engr Gp C-130 Under cms

Trang Phuc, II CTZ Surface, frame KB Tm C-130 Completed

Duc Lap, II CTZ Surface, frame 1B Tm & 937th Engrs C-130 Comple ted

Bunard, IiI CTZ Surface, frame KB Tm & 79th Engrs C-130 Under cons

Cau Song Be, III CTZ Surface, frame KB Tm & ARVN Engrs C-130 Oanmplteed

Prek Klok, III CTZ Surface, CONEX 79th Engr Gp C-130' Completed

Ton Le Cham, ilI CTZ Surface, CONEX 79th Engr Gp 0-130 Completed

Tra Cu, III CTZ Surface, frame KB Tm None Completed

My Phuoc Tay, IV CTZ Surface, frame EB Tm None Compl +ted

My An, IV CTZ Floating KB Tm None Completed

Airboat Facility N/A Contract None Under cons

hclll to 5th "A ORLL, 1 Feb 30 Apr 67
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IETACM-EIT A-424: MY PHUOC TAY CAIP OPENING HIGHLIGHTS

The following material was extracted from Detachment A-h24's Monthly
Operational Summaries (MOPSUM) for February, Marczl, and April. The narratives
were written by CPT John T. IHaralson, the Detachment Commander.

On 2 Feb 67, I assumed command of A-424. I departed my old team, A-426, at
Phu Quoc Island training center on 3 Feb and arrived in Can Tho. Upon arrival
in Can The LTC Hassinger /cO, Co g to report to B-41 at Moc Hoa on the next
aircraft. At this time Det A-424 consisted of LT Lugo who was my executive
officer. On the night of 3 Feb several persons were assigned to A-"24. I
told them that we would be constructing a new camp at My Phuoc Tay and set them
to gathering all intelligence information, maps, and general information on the
aro., I sent two men to Saigon to procure interpreters and food supplies.

I arrived at B-41 on 4 Feb and was briefed on assigned mission and was
told a recon -,ould be made of My Phuoc Tay on 5 Feb. During the construction
phase of the camp, operational control would be with Company D and on 15 March
my detachment would come under B-41. On 5 'rb LTC Fernandez LT, B-4jl, YAJ

.Jeffers, CPT Steins and ryself flew to I-V Phuoc Tay. Upon arrival we met the
MACV advisory team which belonged to the ARVN battalion located at MY Phuoc Tay.
While on site we discussed defensive positions, dependent housing, VC activity
in the area, problems during .insoon season, and other items pertinent to placing
in a Special Forces camp. At the camp we discovered two 155m howitzers located
in the inner-compound, which I felt could be very useful in the future. While
at the camp we let two MACV personnel our UH-1B for a recon of the area.
They drew heavy automatic fire 3,000 meters west of the camp and were shot down.
Air strikes were called in and the helicopter evacuated. COL Lande, the 7th
ARVN Division Senior Advisor, gave us a lift back to Moc Hoa. The first
impression of the camp was that it was inadoquate and would require a lot of
construction to bring it up to SF standards.

I returned to Can Tho oh the 4th and drew up a time schedule for deployment
to MY Phuoc Tay and the turnover of the camp to me. On 5 Feb, LTC Fernandez and
I went to IV Corps where our deployment plan was approved. We were to deploy
my team to My Phuoc Tay on 10 Feb. Construction materials and equipient were to
be stockpiled between 10 and 15 Feb. Cn 15 Feb a KB team was to arrive with
heavy equipment and camp construction was to begin on 16 Feb. My troops at this
time were at various locationc. T>c hil Company was tt Binh Thanh Then with only
h5 persons present; 4L2 Company was at Moc Boa with 135 present; 443 was at
Tuyen Nhon with only 30 present; and 444 Company was on leave in Can The.

On 6 Feb I briefed the staff on r, requirements for deployment on 10 Feb.
My requisitions wore submitted and by now my team was assembled at Can Tho. On
7 Feb CPT Stiener (engineer officer for 5th SF0) and I flew to My Phuoc Tay
for his estimate of construction at the site. I told CPT Stiener where I wanted
the buildings constructed, and we discussed the layout of rhe camp at this time.
Upon completion of this recon I went to B-41 and briefed the staff on my
activ4ties thus far. We discussed my TACR and area of operatons.

On 8 Feb LTC Fernandez and I wont to 7t.. ARVN Div located at My The and
discussed our proposed TAal and area of operations. I also requested that half
of the inner-compound presently occupied by artillery at iy Phuoc Tay be turned
over to me rAs my liviC quarters. ThiS was agreed on by 7th Division Artillery.

Incl l4 to 5th SFGA ORLL - 1 Feb to 30 Apr 67
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On 9 Feb aY team moved to B-4i where they were briefed on deployment by

LTC Fermandez and rrself. We left most of our personal equipment at B-41 and
prepared for deployment on 10 Feb.

On 10 Feb the entire tea' and equipment closed at, My Phuoc Tay. I
effected liaison and coordinated with units located here irmediately, We moved
into the inner-compound and erected tents. CW communications were established
with Company D and B-41 on the same day. On 11 Feb we took our first air drop
consisting of POL. In the afternoon COL Lance arrived and was shown our
progress up to that time. He seemed satisfied and very happy to have us in the
area,

On the afternoon of the llth I met with the village chief. I told him
that we could employ 50 laborers, 10 carpenters, and 10 masons if they were
available, He assured mi that they were, and it was agreed to have them here
for interviews on 15 Feb. I inquired as to the possibility of conducting a
PEDCAP in the area. This was delayed until our medical supplies arrived.

On the 12th of Feb I flew to the various locations where my troops were
located. I informed them that they would be coming to this location soon. The
companies tLaI were bhort of pQrsonnil were told to start recruiting to bring
them up to full strength. All units assigned to my camp were trained by me on
Phu Quoc Island. They seemed very anxious to rejoin my team at the new camp.
After visiting nr troops I went to Cai 1ay and met the district chief and
sub-sector advisor for the district my camp is located in. I briefed them on
vV activities and told them I would keep them informed.

On 13, iI• and 15 Feb, construction materials continued to arrive. I
was at the comaanders' conference in Can The on 34 and 15 Feb. I returned to
My Phuoc Tay on 16 FKb. I brought several interpreters and much needed
equipment with me. We continued to receive supplies and stockpiled same
during this period.

On 17 Feb the 444 Coripany and our LLDB counterparts arrived. One company
from the ARVN battalion at this location departed. We muoed our company into
their vacated positions. The local laborers began work on the 17th. We
started them on leveling the ground for building ccmstruction.

On the 18th of Feb the 443 Company arrived by assault boat. There were
only 30 men remaining in the company. I sent the company conmmander to recruit
more men for his company. On the afternoon of the 18th LTC Hassinger and
counterpar+ arrived for inspection. They were shown the area and what
construction had taken place. They departed after about an hour's visit. We
began clearing an unrecorded minefield surrounding the cwip. We sprayed
def.liant on heavy vegetation around the perimeter.

Our first operation against VC elements was conducted on the morning of
the 20th. We captured two VC and destroyed various supplies. On the 21st we
had a supply helicopter fired on while making an approach to this location.
I took two platoons out to check the area. We engaged a VC squad with negative
casualties to either side.

On the 22nd we conducted a road clearing oporation to open the road to
Cai Lay for a convoy bringing in our heavy equipment. The operation was post-
poned for 24 hours, at which time we conducted a search and clear operation which
resulted in one VC KIA. and one VC WIA. We also captur-d and destroyed numerous
items. We again cleared the road on the 23rd and brought the convoy into the
camp at 2• )0 hours. We found and destroyed one 10-kilo mine on the road, that
appeared to have been recently plnnted.
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From the 24th until the 28th construction continaed in camp. On the 28th
of Feb LTC Hassinger again visited the ca-mp and viewed our construction. hIfch
has been accomplished this month. We have all worked extremely hard this month,
and I feel we have accomplished a great deal. There is mach to be accomplished
yet at this camp.
TIPS OF T10 TRADE: When conducting night operations in an area that has many
canals and water obstaclos, orn squad from csch CIDG ccmparW trained in putting
up a one 7-pi bridge is a great tjie saver and adds to an orderly crossing.

w-Rc- 1967.

This past month has been an extremely astive month froma an operational
standpoint rs w3ll as camp construction, The first two das were as action
packed as anyone could ask for. During the early morning hours of 1 March
one CIDG company was led by a VC PI to a knmin eneny strongpoint. Much to our
surprise it turned out to be a VC battalion headquarters for the 5124 VC Bn and
a regimental hospital, The VC lost eleven KLI, and thirty suspects were captured.
The operational success wi to set the trend for all operation- conductod .1"

month. The arrival of the Grcoup Commander could not have been better timed
than at the cnl of this succcssful cperýation. After the first two hectic days
the team settled •i to r=jr r=-r successful operations, Great strides were
taken in the carp construction phase; cur intelligence gathering sources were
improved, and we began wcrking on CA/?CO programs and encountered our first refugees.

Operations this month were aimed at clearing VC elements from a five
kilometer radius of the camp. We have had no difficulty in contacting VC. Every
operation we have run has encountered enemy forces. Operations were conducted
at a longer distance on timely intelligence with excellent success.

The ARVN battalion that was formerly located at My Phuoc Tay, departed
this location on 114 March. At this time operational control of our TAOR and AO
rested with us. On 15 March operational control of the detachment was trans-
ferred from Conpany D to B-4l located at Moc Hoa.

At the beginning of the month our CIDG companies were seriously under-
strength and an immediate recruiting caraign was laun-hed. At the present time
we have three full strezngth coi-cpanies, two recon platoons, and one security
platoon. Mhe ne.w troops that were recruited will be trained at this location
in classes beginning 1 April. We are in the process of recruiting a fourth
company at this time. The thiree companies that are full strength are the 442,
443, and J44 CTDG Ccrpanics. Th ohl Coopany which had U4 men was redesignated
the 2nd Recon latoon, leavin6 441 Comp-ny to concentrate on recruiting. I
will request this compan-y be trained at Phu Cuoc Island Training Center. The
lst Recon Platoon is undergoing training at Dong Ba Thin Training Center at
this time. At the present time six CIDG are attending the CIG platoon leaders
course and two are attending radio operators szocl.

Our intelligence net has been expanded to include our entire AO. At the
present time we are receiving an average of four intelligence reports a day on
VC activity and locations. In vmny cases our intelligence gathered from agents
as well as PW's has been of considerable aid in planning operations.
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At the present time I believe we have the VC in this area off-balance
and much confused as to our exact mission and as to what we will do next. Until
we arrived this entire area was under VC control and I believe we have really
suppressed him by our initiating operations against him in so mary areas and so
regularly. This conclusion is based on our many successes, questloning NW's,
and intelligence reports. As of this date we have killed 56 VC, USASF confirmed,
this month with the exact total possibly going twice that amount. Three VC WIA,
and 62 suspects were returned to this location. 'e have definitely hurt the VC
manpower, as well as the loss to him of captured equipment. This h_ been at
a loss to us of five CIDG and one USASF wounded in action. The USASF was my
team sergeant, MSG Crysel, who suffered a punji stake wound on 5 Mar and has not )
yet returned to this location.

We have made one leaglet drop as a reaction to the VC placing minefields
around the camp. We have distributed 200 school kits to the local school at
My Pmuoc Ty, O-"r 200 refugees hn.' - rved i -ntn thie ar eadrin, th. npst mnnth.

I have brought the Province representative and USAID to this area and they
are providing money ,-,d food stuffs at this time. I am employing fifty of the
refugees as laborers to work on our airstrip.

At the present time our camp is 60 percent completed. Three team buildings
remain to be built. Work on CIDG barracks will begin on 1 April. At the present
time we are also building an airfield capable of handling light aircraft. The
KB team that was assigned to help with camp construction departed on 20 March.
The team, with use of local labor, is continuing to build the camp.

The cooperation between LIDB and USASF has been outstanding. Our CIDG
troops are outstanding fighters and the most aggressive CIDG I have ever seen.
I expect to have continued success in the forthcoming month.
TIPS OF THE TRAEE: Training of Troops - I feel that much of the success we
have enjoyed here can be traced to the training given zW troops. They were
trained at Phu Quoc Island training center by half of iW present LLDB and USASF
team. This appears to make a great deal of difference in their performance on
operations.

APRIL 1967.

The month of April has been our most active and successful thus far.
Operations against the Viet Cong in our area of responsibility were increased oy
thirty-five percent. Unlike the first two months that we were at My Phuoc Tay,
the VC are harder to locate and are much more reluctant to make contact with
us on operations. Many search and destroy operations were conducted in areas
where we had made numerous contacts in preceding months but which now fail to pro-
duce even sniper fire. This is an indication to me that we are accomplishing
our assigned mission, pacification of this area. Our kill-wounded ratiol to
that of the VC remains at an almost unbelievable rOte. This month we killed
or captured over eighty VC while suffering only five CIDG wounded. This I
credit to the aggressiveness of our troops. If the trend of successful operations
continues, and I anticipate that it will, pacification of this area should be
a reality within six months.

CON FID ENTI AL
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In addition to our many successful operations we have been engaged in many

other activities. The road leading from Cai Lay to Hoc Hoa was opened this
month. We spent several days on repairing this road and have to clear and
secure it while convoys travel it. This requires us to clear the portion of the
road in our operational area using mine detectors and securing it with troops
on the average of twice a week. Due to the road network being operational I
am able to resupply my camp by '7ehicle at this time. This greatly increases
the flow of supplies. If this link were broken we again would be dependent on
air drop and helicopter support. With the security we provide to the road in
our area, the main canal is aLj safe to travel. The amount of canal commercial
traffic in this area has increased five times since we have been established in
the area. The canal traffic can now move without constant fear of VC ambush

d tax col~ectors.
One large scale project that we are presently engaged in is opening the

main canal to our west. This requires one company providing security in the area
while two platoons pull grass, water plants, and other obstacles from the canal.
At the same time we are destroying a.,! bunkers, mines and booby traps in the
area. While this is being accorpllshed our newly formed CA/PO squad works with
the civilians. This area is where the heaviest concentration of VC are to be
found in our area. The successful opening of this waterway I feel is an important
step to pacification. At the present time this area is used as a base for many
VC units. If it is opened I would be able to move by boat to react to intelligence
gathered from the area. This opening would also allow us movement towards the
Special Forces camp at My An and the ability to strike more quickly into the area
known as the "Pocket".

During the past month rmuch more time was devoted to CA/PO operations. We
formed a CIDO squad that has proved to be very useful thus far. They will be
sent for formal schooling next month. During the month we relocated many
structures in the village, reopened the village market place, moved all troops
out of town and conducted several clean-up projects using CIJG troops and ciyilians.

More refugees moved into the area. At the present time there are over 300
families. We have helped relocate them and have helped J n building construction.
We ran a LEDCAP using American doctors and Province and District representatives.
This was aimed at the refugees and was well received. At the same time the MEDCAP
was being run, refugee representatives from Province registered all new refugees
and gave out clothing, mosquito nets, and toilet cticles. The detachment has
distributed several boxes of clothing received from our families during the past
month.

The CA/PO effort is just starting to develop in this area and will see
great strides forward in upcoming months.

During the month of April our recruiting drive was terminated. At the
present time we have four full strength companies, two recon platoons, and a
CA/PO sqvad; our first recon platoon returned from training at Dong Ba Thin and
has worked out very well on recon operations. The 4hl Company consist3 of all
new material. In the near future they will undergo basic training at thIs
location. At the present ti.'1 they are being used for details around the camp.

Since the last reporting period we have completed construction of our
dispensary, arms room, supoly room, LLDB minr+ -.- id water tower. The camp is
80 percent completed. The major effort n..4 4ill be on CIDG quarters and
dependent housing.

To summarize the past mont1s acti-ities I feel we arm doing an outstanding
job at My Phuoc Tay. Our troops and our counterparts couldn't be better. Morale
of the troops, counterparts and my team is extremely high. I anticipate the month
of May to be even a more successful month than the ones in the past,
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Detachment B-33 Civic Action Success Story

1. A new concept in the Medical/Civic Action Prog'ram has been initiated
in Binh Long Province. The MILPHAP Assisted Public Health Operations to
Rural Areas (MAPHORA) has resulted from expansion of the MEDCAP program
over the last six months. The MAPHORA system has proven to be more successful
than the VDOCAP due to its composition and flexibility. The team can be
tailored to fit the situation and the type hamlet .to be visited. The team
is normally composed of the following elements:

a. Military security.
b. US Advisory Assistance.
c. Medical Teams.
d. CA/PS'DAR Teams.
e. VT Information Service.
f, VN Social Welfare.
g. Hoi Uhanh,
h. Montagnard Affairs Representatives.
i. Refugee Affairs Representatives.
j. GVN Officials,

2. 11ilitýry Socurity for the PJAP1I03, can be drain from RF/PF units, CJIDG,
ARVN Rangers, other ARVN units, or elements of US Infantry units operating
in the area. US advisory assistance can be in the form of medical advisors,
military advisors, civilian, or CA/PO advisors from USASF, MILPKAP, 1-ACV, OCO,
or other US units in the Province.

3. Medical teams can consist of RVNAF medics, provincial medical personnel
from the Province Uospital or hamlet health workers, USASF medics, 141211HAP
doctors and medics, and US units' doctors and medics. These teams can provide
medical assistance that might include treating minor illnesses, immunizations,
and minor surgery, depending on the degrec of medical proficiency of the team
on the operation. Those cases that cannot be adequately treated in the hamlet
are referred to the Province Hospital for further consultation.

It. The CA FSYWAR team from Sector and District command the 1JLPHORA unless
a high ranicLng District or Province official accompanies the MAPHORA. This
team is responsible for the organization and operation of the MAPHORA and con-
ducts CA/FS-VAR surveys for planning future projects in these areas. Tolmn
gifts are distributed by members of this team.

5. The Vietnamese Information Service (V]5) accompanies the MAPHORA and
gives lectures, distributes posters and leaflets, and shows movies in those
hamlets in which the team remains overnight. GVN news, new decrees, in-
formation an the upcoming elections, and Chieu Hoi Program are a few of the
subjects that are discussed with the populace of the hamlet. In addition,
VC are given an 'opportunity to turn themselves in under the Chieu Hol Pro-
gram at this time.
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Dot B-33 Olvio Action Success Story (contid)

6. The Hoi Chanh that accompanies the MWPHORA assists the VIS in their
functions and blends into the crowd to spread the word about the values of
the Chieu Hoi Program.

7. Social welfare personnel accompany the MAPHCRA to distribute token
gifts to the populace and to assess the living conditions of the hamlet
to see if social welfare work or assistance is needed.

8, Montagnard Affairs and Refugee Affairs representatives accompany the
MAPHORA when Montagnard or refugee hamlets are visited by the team.

9. The roin purpose of this program is to promote Public Health. Hc•revei
security augmentation provides the opportunity to visit hamlets that are not
ordinarily secure enough for them to visit. The people's reaction to this
type operation has been extremely rewarding, and there has been a noticeable
change in their acceptance of Aericans and GVN agencies.

10. This program is also adaptable for intelligence gathering efforts and
census grievance operdtions. People are more willing to tell of VC activities
and submit their own grievances when GVN shows that it is interested in the
welfare of the people.

11. During the month of March the HAPHORA team visited every hamiet in An
Loc District that is not readily accessible to the Provincial Hospital.
This was accomplished through a joint effort with the US 1st and 9th Infantry
Divisions ' support, setting an example for the District Chief to follow in
meeting his goal of having at least one MAPHCRA in every hamlet every month.
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